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Annual Spring Scholarship, Awards and Branch
Installation Brunch

When:  Saturday,  May 9
Time:   9:00 Social
             9:30 Brunch
             10:30 Program
Where:  Marie Callender’s
              2090 Diamond Blvd., Concord
Cost:     $16.00

The breakfast buffet includes:  breakfast potatoes,
scrambled eggs, quiche, breakfast sausage, seasonal fruit,
muffins and croissants, chilled juices, coffee and tea.

Please send your check for $16.00 made out to Concord
Branch AAUW to

 Betty Hirsch, 707 Citrus Ave., Concord 94518 by Monday,
May 4.  (Your check is your reservation.)

Come join us as we recognize some very special women
and their outstanding accomplishments!  May 9 is the day

we recognize and celebrate our Concord Education
Foundation scholarship recipients from DVC and LMC.
Our branch’s Distinguished Woman and Named Gift
honorees will be announced, as well as our Concord
Branch Board of Officers for 2009-2010 will be installed.  It
will be a busy, yet exciting, morning.  There will also be a
drawing of a lucky member’s check for free membership
dues for the coming year.  Don’t miss out on any of this!

Reservations should be made with Betty Hirsch before
May 4, so set aside this date now!

Betty Hirsch and Andrea Proctor, Co-VPs EF/CEF

It’s almost time for our spring breakfast at Marie
Callender’s on May 9th at 9 a.m.  I have been working on a
short installation program so that we can thank the
outgoing board and welcome in the new and returning
leaders of our branch.  This will be in addition to the
wonderful introduction of the scholarship winners - always
a treat.  Betty and Andrea have tried hard to keep all costs
down and I hope that we will have a huge turnout to this
event.  Remember that if you bring your dues check (or
have mailed it in) you may win a free membership.  The
drawing will take place during the program on the 9th.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere
thanks to the Concord Branch members for their

dedication, exuberance, willingness and humor over these
past two years.  I have truly enjoyed being your president
and look forward to being a contributing member for some
years to come.  I am extremely pleased with the women who
have agreed to serve on the board and chair the many
committees for the coming year.  I know our branch will
continue to flourish.

On another note, I am asking all of you to check your
Concord Connection and either email or call me with any
changes that need to be made.  I will try and complete the
update by September 1st and get it out quickly.  If you have
changes to your email or have recently gotten email please
be sure you send that to me.  It’s been a pleasure working
with all of you.

Sincerely,  Carol

from your President...
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Want to know more about our organization?  Visit the following sites and get up
to speed!

Our AAUW homepage:  http://www.aauw.org
Our own Concord AAUW homepage:  http://www.aauw-concord.org
For membership resources:  www.aauw.org/member_center/resources/
For membership info:  www.aauw.org/About/join/index.cfm
For member benefits:  www.aauw.org/About/join/value/discounts.cfm
Our new blog, AAUW Dialog,  is a space to share, maintain and build social
networks within our organization:  http://blog-aauw.org/

Advancing equity for women
and girls through advocacy,

education, and research.

Attendees:  Carol Slatten, Jean Simutis, Betty Hirsch, Andrea Proctor, Terri
Almeida, Lana Hanlon, Joanne Brown

Treasurer’s Report ~ Jean Simutis:  Updated budget figures were discussed
with the treasurer indicating that the budget is on track with estimated figures.
Some expenses for the State Convention have been paid for incoming president,
Elaine Groen.  It was also indicated that there is some money budgeted for
members attending the Association Convention.

Barnes & Noble :  New rules have been implemented by the bookstore for
fundraisers.  Members can continue to hand out the coupons for May 2 and
encourage buyers to mention AAUW, but we can no longer staff a table inside
the store.  Lana indicated that the books ordered from our March speaker can be
picked up on May 2nd and the branch will receive credit.  Members will be urged
to pass out lots of coupons.

Tech Trek Update ~ Joanne Brown:  Five candidates from Pine Hollow Middle
School will be interviewed for the 3 Concord camperships.  Because of the
communication difficulty with the school both this year and last year, it was
suggested that contact procedures should be re-evaluated and a meeting
requested with the District Director of Curriculum.  Other contacts might be
PTA’s and Parents’ Clubs, both for help in setting up school meetings and
possible campership donations.

Program Updates ~ Lana Hanlon:  May 9th is the Scholarship Brunch/
installation of officers at Marie Callendar’s, Concord.   It was suggested that the
CEF Committee consider a named gift memorial for the members we have lost this
past year.   Andrea Proctor, recipient of the 2008 Distinguished Woman of the
Year, will chair the selection committee this year.

Association Bylaws Proposal ~ Betty Hirsch & Joanne Brown:  A spirited
discussion of the Association bylaws proposal to open membership to all who
support the AAUW purpose and mission was lead by Betty and Joanne.  No
consensus was reached.

Miscellaneous:  Attendees to the State Convention will be Jean Simutis, Elaine
Groen, Monica Johnston, and Joanne Brown.  Joanne will also attend the
Association Convention.

Submitted by Joanne Brown, secretary pro tem

Board Meeting Highlights...4/6/09



Section Meetings

A note from one of our students

Bunco:  Bunco will meet on Wednesday, May 20 at 7 pm
at Ruth Lyle's home.  If you'd like to play, please let Andrea
know by Sat., May 2  (672-7847).  Anyone can play, and
each player donates $5.

Thanks!  Andrea

Afternoon  Book:    We'll be meeting on May 11 at 1:00 at
the home of Marianne Lowe.  The book to review is Out
Stealing Horses by Per Petterson.  Call Lucille Rudik for
more information (686-9165).

Evening Book:  Need an evening out?  Boy do we have
something for you!  Our lively group of women who call
themselves "Evening Book" will meet on May 17 at Helen
Nelson's at 7:30.  We will review the book First  Mothers
by Bonnie Angelo.   Come join us...we have a  really good
time.    Helen Nelson, 682-0511

Dues Time Again...

It’s spring and annual AAUW dues are due. As in the
past, we will have the drawing at the May meeting and if
your check is in the basket you might win a free year of
membership. You can’t beat that deal. We really appreciate
it if you pay your dues before June 30th as our paperwork
is reduced.

The Dues for 2009-2010 are: Association $49, California
$16 and Branch $13
Regular Members pay $78
Life Members pay $29
Dual Members pay $13  (A dual member belongs to more
than one branch and pays her Association and California
dues through the other branch.)

Honorary Life Members pay $0 because they paid dues for
50 years. If you joined AAUW in 1958 or earlier, and you
have maintained your membership, please let us know. We
will apply for Honorary Life Membership for you.

If you would like to become a paid Life Member of the
Association, the amount is 20 times the association dues,
plus annual state and branch dues. This comes to: (20 x
49)
+16 + 13 or $1009.   In future years you only pay state and
branch dues and avoid association increases. This is a
very good deal if you plan to stay in AAUW more than 20
years.

If the $78 payment doesn’t fit your budget right now,
contact the membership treasurer (Michelle Koski,  676-
0739). It’s easy to set up a partial payment plan.  Michelle
can be reached by email at:  mkphantom26@hotmail.com

Members Corner

OOps.....We mentioned that Martha Callinicos is doing
well in an assisted living home.  Her CORRECT  address is:
1825 Del Rio Drive, Lafayette, CA 94549.  (we mistakenly
said Pleasant Hill in last month's newsletter).

I received this thank you from Laura Medina, our nursing
student attending SF State this year.   Happy reading....

Andrea Proctor

Hello Andrea,

This is Laura Medina, one of the $1000 scholarship
recipients. I hope that your AAUW association is doing
well! I'm sure that it is! I wanted to say thank you from
the bottom of my heart for the second installation of the
scholarship. I am so fortunate to have been chosen as a
recipient of this scholarship. The donation is going
towards my school tuition and books for the upcoming
semester in nursing school. Thank God that I am
surviving so far! I'm so lucky to have met all of you. You
all have hearts of gold! I will keep in touch and let you
know how school is going.. Thank you for everything. I
wish the best for you and your organization.

Sincerely,

Laura Medina

Many thanks to those who contributed to our scholarship
funds in memory of branch members who have recently
passed away.  These dollars will go a long way in helping
young women achieve their educational goals, while at the
same time honoring our members who supported our
scholarship programs through the years.



Barnes and Noble Fundraiser
for Tech Trek 2009

Hope you and your neighbors have shopped or will shop
at Barnes and Noble between May 2nd and 9th.  Be sure and
mention AAUW-Concord

Danville-Alamo Garden Tour

Keep it green....get your newsletter via
email!

You may want to think about getting your
newsletter via email.  If you like, we could add tyou
to the e-list and you can see how you like
it...then make your decision (mail or "e").

Just give Phyllis a call and we'll add
you to our list.

Phyllis Nishimori (925) 671-0143
or email:  pnish@pacbell.net

Sponsored by the Danville-Alamo Branch of the
American Association of University Women
Friday, May 8th & Saturday, May 9th
 10:00AM - 4:00PM
Alamo and Danville
$30 if postmarked by May 2nd, $35 thereafter
$25 for seniors 65+

For tickets with garden locations, mail check by May
3rd payable to:
"Danville-Alamo AAUW EF" with a business sized,
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
AAUW Garden Tour, 400 Cliffside Dr. Danville, CA
94526
No children under 12 please.

In April, tickets are also available at East Bay Flower
Co. 206 Sycamore Valley Rd. W.  Danville

After May 2nd or Questions? Call Mary, (925)831-1784
or email her at gardentour@aauw-da.org
All proceeds benefit AAUW's Educational Foundation
which supports aspiring female scholars.
More information is on our website:  www.aauw-da.org

Tech Trek

TECH TREK FINDS PINE HOLLOW MIDDLE SCHOOL

We have campers for Tech Trek!  We have three great 7th
grade girls from Pine Hollow Middle School who will
attend the one-week math/science camp.  They are Alex
Baker, Rachael LeLaurin, and  Jessica Svoboda. For the
first time, campers from our area will attend the June camp
at Sonoma State University in Santa Rosa.  I would like to
extend my thanks to co-coordinator Jean Warren and
Norma Griffin for serving on the interview committee to
select these outstanding young women.

It would be wonderful to be able to send more girls to
camp.  Our present system allows us to focus on only one
of the four Mt. Diablo District middle schools each year.
That means that each school is selected only once every 4
years so that those that go are really quite lucky to be in
the right place at the right time.

Currently, the camp fee is $800 per person for the week
and we are always looking for funds through donations or
through fundraising.  The Clayton Valley/Sunrise Rotary
has been of great benefit in helping us send a third girl to
camp the last couple of years and we appreciate those
dollars so very much.  Our goal is to find other groups
that can also contribute to the camperships.  If you have a
group you think might help us, please let us know.  We
can also accept personal donations that are tax deductible
if donated through the Special Projects Fund (SPF). No
amount is too small.

We hope to have these young women share their Tech
Trek experiences with us at one of our fall meetings.

Joanne Brown
Tech Trek Co-coordinator



Celebrate AAUW women making history.....

     Donna Shalala,  University president, former secretary of Health and Human Services

“The Emerging Scholar Award from AAUW was one of the first recognitions of a promising career. It meant the world to
me and gave me confidence to keep going!”

In 1976, Donna Shalala, who later becomes secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, received the
Foundation's AAUW Recognition Award for Emerging Scholars. Clearly, AAUW's view was right on target, as Shalala has
since become an accomplished scholar, teacher, and administrator. She received her undergraduate degree in history from
Western College for Women, and she earned her master's and doctoral degrees from the Maxwell School of Citizenship
and Public Affairs at Syracuse University. Shalala has held tenured professorships at Columbia University, the City
University of New York, and the University of Wisconsin, Madison. She also served as president of Hunter College of the
City University of New York and as chancellor of the University of Wisconsin, Madison. In 1993, President Clinton
appointed her Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS), where she served for eight years, becoming the longest-
serving HHS secretary in U.S. history. At the end of her tenure at HHS, The Washington Post described her as "one of the
most successful government managers of modern times." Currently, Shalala is president of the University of Miami, a
position she has held since 2001. Under her leadership, the university has solidified its position among top U.S. research
universities and has successfully raised a record-breaking $1.4 billion for its endowment, academic and research
programs, and facilities. Shalala was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian honor, by
President George W. Bush in 2008.

       Marina Von neuman Whitman, Noted economist, Professor

"The dissertation grant from AAUW made it possible for me to finish my thesis at a time when we had a brand-new baby
and very little money and that, of course, was the requirement for everything that came after. I've tried to say 'thanks' by
giving to AAUW each year the same dollar amount as my original fellowship."

Marina von Neumann Whitman, a professor of business administration and public policy at the University of Michigan,
received an American Fellowship from AAUW in 1961. Appointed by President Nixon to serve as the first woman on the
Council of Economic Advisers, she championed equality for women in the workplace and social responsibility in the
global marketplace. From 1979 to 1992, she was an officer at General Motors, first as vice president and chief economist
and later as vice president and group executive for public affairs. Whitman serves on the boards of Procter & Gamble,
Unocal, the National Bureau of Economic Research, and the Institute for International Economics. She recently retired
from the boards of Alcoa and JPMorgan Chase. A recipient of numerous fellowships, honors, and awards, she is also a
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Council on Foreign Relations, and the Phi Beta Kappa
Society. Whitman is the author of several books and has also moderated a TV series, Economically Speaking, on PBS. She
is currently chairing a survey of 2,000 corporations worldwide regarding their views on and responses to exchange-rate
volatility. The survey is jointly sponsored by the Conference Board and the Group of 30. Whitman received a bachelor's
degree in government from Radcliffe College and master's and doctoral degrees in economics from Columbia University.

For Marina von Neumann Whitman's book, visit http://BN.com/AAUW, AAUW’s online bookstore.

These are just two of the many women who our organization has been privileged to help throught the years.  Interesting
reading!



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The American Association of University Women
(AAUW) is California's most active and diverse organiza-
tion for women offering: action for equity, personal and
professional growth, community leadership, and friend-
ships.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a
diverse membership.  Membership is open to all college or
university graduates ) and to students enrolled in college
or university.  There shall be no barriers to full participa-
tion in this organization on the basis of gender, race,
creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability.

Non-Profit Organization
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Set Aside These Dates...

Breaking through barriers....then and now

May 2 Head to Barnes and Noble for Tech Trek
May 4 reservation deadline for MAY GEN MTG
May 8-9 Garden Tour--Danville/Alamo Branch
May 9 GENERAL MEETING

On June 10, 1963, President John F. Kennedy signed the
Equal Pay Act, making it illegal for employers to pay men
and women different wages for the same work. Rep. Julia
Butler Hansen (D-WA), far right, who was also an AAUW
member, attended the signing ceremony. At that time,
women earned only 59 cents for every dollar earned by
men.

Despite the passage of the EPA more than 45 years ago,
the average woman now earns 78 cents for every dollar
earned by her male counterpart. If you have not recently
sent a message to Washington D.C.,  now is the perfect
time to urge your senators to support the Paycheck
Fairness Act (S. 182).

May 11 Afternoon Book
May 17 Evening Book
May 20 Bunco
June 26-28 Association Convention in St. Louis




