
American Association of University Women     Concord, California Branch
Monthly Newsletter for March, 2010

Volume 2010 Issue #3

All sessions held at Gallery Concord
1765 Galindo St., Concord, CA 94520
6:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Hearty appetizers and beverages served.

Please join us in our next speaker series as we discuss,
"Women Breaking Barriers in Business, Sports and the
Public Sector"

Join us for an inspirational evening and hear from three
women who are breaking barriers in some of the most male-
dominated arenas we know of today--sports, business/
entrepreneurship and the public sector.  You will be
impressed by these women's accomplishments and their
drive to continue challenging themselves.  Learn how they
have created a life for themselves and given back to their
communities using their unique skills and gifts.

One of speakers for that event is Heather Wilson, Former
Professional Off-Road Motorcross Rider. Heather is the
first woman to stand on the podium at Grand National
Cross Country Motocross Racing Event. She has been
invited to race events where she was the only woman

competing. She has won many awards, had various
sponsors, and taught herself to develop a fan base which
would allow her to develop a relationship with motocross
businesses and magazines as an additional way to make a
living when the inevitable retirement day would come.
http://www.crashinggirl.com/ Check out her Nissan-
sponsored 6 minute video to get a real feel for this modern-
day woman. http://www.crashinggirl.com/popup.aspx

If you are interested in registering for this event please
contact Lana Hanlon at 925-363-4438. A donation of $20 is
suggested with no one turned away for lack of funds.

Speaker Session II:  March 25 at 7:00 PM
Gallery Concord

The Ladies of Concord Branch AAUW cordially invite you to attend
A Spring Fashion Show & Fundraiser

on Wed., March 10th 6-8pm  at Maria Maria Restaurant in Walnut Creek

Wardrobe:  local boutiques by Diana Placiakene, Wardrobe
Consultant
Jewelry:  Brandy Mychals Ruch, Premier Designs Jewelry
Hair:  Jenna Weil, Hair Stylist with Colorz salon
Photography:  Yolanda Mendoza, Photographer

AAUW Fundraiser Contact:
Maile Collmer, Keller Williams Realtor
Suggested Donation of $10 (100% to non-profit),

Come attend this FREE event for the live Fashion Show,
fabulous raffle prizes, social networking and support of a
worthy cause! Appetizers and no-host bar are included.
Consider setting dinner reservations at 8 pm for the
restaurant and making “an evening of it”...

This fundraiser specifically supports “Tech Trek”, a math/
science camp designed to develop interest, excitement and
self-confidence in young women who will enter 8th grade
in the fall.

Free raffle tickets to all attendees with additional tickets sold to benefit AAUW
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As the crocuses and daffodils open with their color, trees begin to bloom and our
hills turn green, we know that spring is here in Northern California. The sun feels
lovingly warm especially after the very cold winter we have experienced!

March is a busy time in AAUW—Nominations, Tech Trek, LAF, EF/CEF
committees are very busy right now. “Big Decisions” has begun.  Another
Speaker Event is ready to go for March 25. In addition, the AAUW California
Convention is right around the corner for April right here at the Pleasanton
Marriott.

Your support of all of these activities makes AAUW Concord Branch go.  Your
commitment to all women and girls begins with your activities, your donations
and when you simply “show up”. When you receive the call from one of the
wonderful phone tree committee members, I trust your response is “yes!”

A little more on a few of our activities:

• Please support the Speaker’s Event on March 25 entitled “Women Breaking
Barriers in Sports, Business and the Public Sector”.  One of the colorful
speakers will be Heather Wilson, former professional off-road motorcross
rider.  These events are meant to assist women and girls in addition to
attracting new members. We need your help! Please share this program with
those younger people in your circle.  Please come yourself and reach out to
our guests so that they have a good experience with us.

• Concord AAUW has purchased and Terri Almeida has enhanced items as a
fund raiser for our group—including hats and coasters. These will be sold at
the Speakers’ Events and also at State Convention. Carol Slatten has agreed
to coordinate people to work the table at the State Convention. If you would
like to contribute to fund raising, this is an excellent opportunity—especially
if working the 49er games is difficult for you. Please email or phone her.

• The AAUW-California Convention is scheduled right after our Third
Speakers’ Event from April 30 to May 2.  The committee worked hard to
reduce the fees for attending this year. If you feel you cannot afford the
reduced prices for the Convention this year, consider working a couple of
hours at the AAUW-Concord table. Without attending sessions, you can get
an idea of the excitement at the convention.  You can also attend the
business sessions on Friday evening or Sunday morning to vote without
paying registration.

Have a lovely spring! Let the sun
warm you. Enjoy your AAUW
commitment, too!

                             ~~Elaine

 



AAUW Branches Encouraged to Take
Part in Half the Sky LIVE

On March 4, 2010, CARE will present Half the Sky LIVE
in movie theaters nationwide. Inspired by the best-selling
book, Half the SkyLIVE will celebrate International
Women’s Day with musical performances, celebrity
commentary, and the world premiere of Woineshet, a
powerful short film directed by Academy Award® Winner
Marisa Tomei.  Half the Sky LIVE is the perfect way for
AAUW branches and membersacross the country to
celebrate International Women’s Day and stand in
solidarity with women and girls all over the world. Order
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for
Women Worldwide from Barnes and Noble to read
theinspirational stories of the extraordinary women
struggling under dire circumstances. Half the Sky is
described as essential reading for every global citizen.
AAUW partner, CARE, is a leading humanitarian
organization fighting global poverty

Time for Named Gift Nominations

The EF/CEF Committee will be considering Named Gift
Nominations shortly. If you have a nomination you would
like us to consider, please send your suggestion to Andrea
Proctor by mid-April.

2009/10 Board Meetings

Here is the year's schedule for Board Meetings The
second person listed brings refreshments.

Mar. 3 Lana Hanlon Andrea
April 7 Joanne Brown Elaine
May 5 Trish Walleen Claudia

Section Meetings

Evening Book:  We will be meeting on the 2nd Tuesday,
March 9 at 7:30 at Helen Nelson's home.  The book we will
review is  Outcasts United by Warren St. John..
Hope to see you there...       Helen Nelson, 682-0511

Afternoon Book:  Afternoon book club will meet March 8
at 1:00pm at Sheila Driscoll’s home.  The book is Sarah’s
Key.  Come join us!

       Marianne Lowe, 825-2837

Bunco:  Bunco will meet on Wed., Mar. 17 at 7 p.m. at
Marianne Lowe’s. Please call Andrea Proctor (672-7847) by
Sat., Mar. 13 if you would like to join us. Anyone can play
and each donates $5.

Members Corner

EF/CEF

THANK YOU to our members who have donated to EF
and CEF. So far we have received $1430 allocated to CEF
and $705 to EF, including $300 to the Eleanor Roosevelt
Fund!

If you have not yet sent in your donation, you may do so
at any time. Please send your check to Andrea Proctor
made out to CEF or EF. You can support both worthy
causes by writing one check made out to either EF or CEF
and indicating on the memo line how many $ to EF and
how many $ to CEF.

Again, thank you so much for your generosity.
       ~~Andrea Proctor and Joanne Brown, co-VPs EF/CEF

AAUW-CA Elections

If you need another reason to attend convention, maybe
you'd like to cast your vote for your candidates for state
office!  New officers will be elected at that meeting by the
vote of every member present.

You will be able to meet and talk with them at the Friday
evening reception. At the business meeting, additional
nominations may be made from the floor and all nominees
will make a brief speech.

Here is the list.  Vitae can be found on the AAUW-CA
website, http://www.aauw-ca.org.  Look under "Conven-
tion 2010"

Co-President (2010-12): Judy Pfeil, Gloria Taylor
Vice President (2010-11): Sue Miller
Secretary (2010-12): Lynne Batchelor
CFO (2010-11)
Director (2010-12): Carolann Ford, Ginny Hatfield, Sherry
Ludwig, Bakula Maniar, Lorelei Self, Harriet Tower

Linda Smith has a new email:  lassmith2@att.net

If you'd like to send a card  to Martha Callinicos, her new
address is:  Martha Callinicos, c/o Open Gate, 402 23rd St.,
Glenwood Springs, CO  81601.  Keep notes short and
simple, and she'll be able to enjoy them.



Speaker Series:
               Great Benefits for All

Remember to shop through iGive.  This is an easy
way to give money to the Concord Branch Tech Trek
Fund without writing a check.

We recently received a check for $25.18 from a few
purchases made on line over the past year.  If you and
your friends shop and renew magazines and buy
plane tickets online, we could get larger checks more
often.

Since 2003, we have earned over $190, with only 9
shoppers.  Just think how well we could do with more
shoppers.  You don't need to be an AAUW member.
Invite your family and friends to join and support us.

Register at iGive.com and ask that your donations go
to AAUW Concord Branch.  Then, just remember to
go through iGive when you shop.

There are over 680 participating websites.  You can
buy just about anything.  A few of the store websites
include

 ABT Electronics
Ann Taylor
Apple Store
Barnes & Noble
Blockbuster Online
Buy.com
Coldwater Creek,
Cooking.com
Drugstore.com
FAO Schwartz
FTD.com
Harry & David
Hotels.com
Hotwire
JCPenney
JCWhitney

Do you shop online?????

Lands' End
LEGO
Macy's
MLB.com
Office Depot
Oriental Trading
TimeLife.com
ValueMags
Travelocity.com
United Airlines

If you want a guided tour, call Jean
Simutis.  She'll come over and help
you sign up.  Or ask her to invite
you.  She can send your email
address to iGive and you'll receive
an invitation to join.

By attending Women Breaking Barriers in Business,
Sports, and the Public Sector on March 25, you can
expect to receive
·~~Inspiration for you, your sisters, your daughters,
your granddaughters, and your circle of friends
·~~A broader mindset about women’s livelihoods of the
past, present, and future
·~~An opportunity to build your social and professional
networks

We all know someone who would benefit from words of
inspiration—a granddaughter who loves sports or a
daughter who is making strides in the workplace or
perhaps you’d be inspired by hearing from local women
in some of the few stalwart domains remaining.

You’ve spent a great deal of your life paving the way for
girls and women. Join us and watch how women of
different generations demonstrate how far we’ve come
and where we’re headed.

You’ll broaden your mindset about women’s livelihoods
of the past, present, and future.

You’ll obtain ideas that will inspire and motivate the
women and girls in your family to reach their potential.

You’ll receive new opportunities to build your social
and professional networks.

Still, there is one more benefit of this event that not
even the sharpest AAUW woman can predict—the
synergy that occurs when like-minded women congre-
gate. Register today!

Our AAUW homepage: http://www.aauw.org
Our AAUW-CA homepage:   http://www.aauw-ca.org
Our own Concord AAUW homepage:  http://www.aauw-concord.org

For membership resources:  www.aauw.org/member_center/resources/
For membership info:  www.aauw.org/About/join/index.cfm
For member benefits:  www.aauw.org/About/join/value/discounts.cfm

Our new blog, AAUW Dialog,  is a space to share, maintain and build social networks within our organization:
http://blog-aauw.org/

Find AAUW on the Web!



AAUW Public Policy leadership provides broad and in-
depth reports on AAUW’s interests.  The three broad
areas of interest are federal issues relating to educational
opportunities for women and girls, promoting women’s
economic security, and promoting and defending civil
rights.  Throughout the year, I will report on those specific
issues within the broader categories that are most relevant
to our members’ interests and occasionally on those
issues that may attract perspective members.
 
AAUW Releases First-Year Report on Obama, Key
Highlights  
Last year, AAUW was instrumental in the passage of
several pieces of legislation, including the Lilly Ledbetter
Fair Pay Act, the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr.
Hate Crimes Prevention Act, and the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act, which provides funding for job
training, a $500 Pell grant increase, and an unemployment
insurance increase.

   
Educational Opportunities for Women and Girls

Help Girls in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
On Nov. 23, President Barack Obama announced the
establishment of National Lab Day, an effort supported by
AAUW and more than 200 other organizations
representing over 6.5 million science, technology,
engineering and math professionals and teachers.  Now is
the time to get involved!
 
Take Action!     Are you a math, science, or engineering
teacher? Are you a professional scientist, engineer, college
student, or professor? If so, National Lab Day is for you.
Visit the National Lab Day website at
www.nationallabday.org/groups/aauw to join in this
exciting new initiative.  Click on “teachers” or “scientists
and engineers.” Then fill out the form. Please select
American Association of University Women (AAUW) as
the professional organization.

AAUW ED Attends White House Event on STEM
Education
On Wednesday, AAUW Executive Director Linda Hallman
attended a White House event with President Barack
Obama, Education Secretary Arne Duncan, and other
administration, business, university, and foundation
officials to discuss new developments in the
administration’s Educate to Innovate campaign.  Thanks
to more than $250 million in public and private funds, five
new partnerships will prepare more than 10,000 new math
and science teachers over five years and will provide
training and development for more than 100,000 current

AAUW Federal Public Policy
teachers in the science, technology, engineering, and math
fields.  The president specifically mentioned the
importance of including and engaging girls and
underrepresented minorities in STEM fields as a critical
component to the nation’s success.  The president also
honored the latest winners of Presidential awards for
excellence in STEM teaching and mentoring on
Wednesday.

Classes Introduce Girls to Engineering
The Washington Post ran an article this week about high
school classes and programs that introduce girls to
engineering and sciences fields.  The executive director of
the Society of Women Engineers, an AAUW’s coalition
partners, is quoted in the article as saying, “The real
challenges for reaching out to young women is to get over
the stereotype that this isn’t something girls do and then
to help them build their confidence.” 
 
While the article focused on programs in the D.C. area,
a large part of AAUW’s National Girls Collaborative
Project is the creation of a program directory of these girl-
serving projects and others interested in increasing
gender equity in science, technology, engineering, and
math.  The program directory allows organizations and
individuals to network, share resources, and collaborate
on STEM-related projects for girls.

 
Promoting Women’s Economic Security

Economist Analyzes Women and Work
The Economist’s December 30th cover story features Rosie
the Riveter under the title, “Women and Work, We Did It,”
underscoring women’s economic empowerment as “the
biggest social change of our times.”   While the article
does not detail the struggles faced to achieve such
empowerment, it touches on issues of pay equity, under-
representation in certain fields, work-life balance, and
political measures for achieving equality.  
 
Many years of family-friendly legislation in action and
policies have increased options to create a win-win
situation for women and their employers-yet wage
discrimination still persists.  AAUW continues to
advocate within Congress and the administration to
ensure that current equal pay laws are enforced, and to
urge that appropriate measures to more thoroughly
address the wage gap be passed.

Promoting and Defending Civil Rights

AAUW ED Attends Secretary Clinton’s Address on
Global Reproductive Health
This afternoon, AAUW Executive Director Linda Hallman
attended Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton’s



more.... Public Policy--Federal

Think green....
            get your newsletter via email!

You may want to think about getting your newsletter via
email.  If you like, we could add tyou to the e-list and you
can see how you like it...then make your decision:  (mail
or "e").  Just give Phyllis a call and we'll add you to our
list.

Phyllis Nishimori (925) 671-0143
or email:  pnish@pacbell.net

speech marking the 15th anniversary of the International
Conference on Population and Development (ICDP).  In
the speech, Secretary Clinton declared the United States’
renewed support to achieve the ICPD goals for universal
access to reproductive health around the globe by 2015.  
The video recording and transcript of the speech may be
found on www.icpd2015.org.
  
AAUW supports the right of every woman to safe,
accessible, affordable, and comprehensive family planning
and reproductive health services.  This position stems
from AAUW’s 2009-2011 Public Policy Program, which
advocates, “choice in the determination of one’s
reproductive life ... increased access to health care and
family planning services including expansion of patients’
rights,” as well as “supports international family planning
programs.”

Outback Steakhouse Settles Sex-Discrimination Suit
Late last month, Outback Steakhouse settled a sex-
discrimination lawsuit for $19 million.  The 2006 case was
filed by the EEOC on behalf of two former employees,
Jennifer Turner-Reiger and Kelly Altizer, who claimed they
were denied promotions based on their gender.  The suit
alleged that an Outback manager violated Title VII of the
1964 Civil Rights Act when he said that female managers
had “let him down” and that “cute girls” should work as
servers.
 
According to Bloomberg News, the results of the
settlement award $650,000 to Turner-Reiger and $300,000
to Altizer. Other female employees, depending on their
experience and relevant claims, who worked for Outback
for three or more years since 2002 are eligible for up to
$100,000.

Changes on the Hill

Retiring Members of Congress
Several members of Congress recently announced their
intentions to retire at the end of their current terms.  Sens.
Byron Dorgan (D-ND) and Christopher Dodd (D-CT) both
made such announcements this week, as did Colorado
Gov. Bill Ritter (D).  Sen. Dodd has been a champion for
many of AAUW’s issues, including the FMLA, higher
education, and the Paycheck Fairness Act, during his 30
years in the Senate.  Dodd received a 100 percent score
when voting in the AAUW Action Fund’s Congressional
Voting Record for the 110th Congress, while Sen. Dorgan
received a 90 percent score. 

First Chinese American Confirmed as U.S. District Court
Judge; Other Judicial Nominations Sent Back to the
President
On Christmas Eve, the Senate unanimously confirmed
Dolly M. Gee to the U.S. District Court for the Central
District of California, the Los Angeles Times reported.  Gee
will become the first Chinese American woman to serve as
a District Court judge, a position that is a lifetime
appointment. President Obama nominated her for the spot
in August.
 
AAUW monitors the judicial nominations process
because so many of our fundamental rights and liberties
have been established and are protected by the federal
courts. For more information, see our position paper on
federal judicial nominations. 

Vision 2020

AAUW has become a National Ally of an exciting
initiative called Vision 2020, a decade-long national
project focused on advancing gender equality by energiz-
ing the dialogue about women and leadership. Vision 2020
is a program of Drexel University College of Medicine’s
Institute for Women’s Health and Leadership.

Vision 2020’s flagship event is An American Conversa-
tion about Women and Leadership taking place October
21-22, 2010, at the National Constitution Center, in
Philadelphia, PA.

Tied to the centennial anniversary of women’s suffrage,
Vision 2020 is focused on ensuring gender equality for all
Americans by 2020. National Delegates will be charged
with discussing and debating women’s accomplishments
and challenges in eight topic areas and with creating an
agenda for change over the decade 2010 to 2020-the
centennial anniversary of the 19th Amendment



Danville-Alamo Events of interest

It is always fun to see what our sister branches are up
to.  Here are some meetings that may pique your
interest!

3/20 @ 9:30 A.M. Wellness Panel, Shadow Hills
Clubhouse, light refreshments.
Dr. Sondra Altman will discuss hormones. Linda
Michaelis RD Nutritionist will discuss nutrition and
Asha Bajaj, physical therapist will discuss issues
concerning osteoporosis, Vit. D and fractures.
Questions: 925-838-8632 Light refreshments, $8.00 pp

4/20 @ 7:00 P.M. LAF Event: Voices Speak Out
Call 925-838-8632 for information

5/7-8 @ 10:00-4:00: Annual Garden Tour
benefitting AAUW FUNDS/EF
For tickets e-mail:
memix@sbcglobal.net”>memix@sbcglobal.net

Come SOAR at our 89th AAUW-CA State Convention Celebrat-
ing Our Significance, Outreach, Advocacy, Reinvention!

We will SOAR April 30- May 2, 2010 in San Ramon, California
at the beautiful San Ramon Marriott. See all the convention details
on our AAUW CA website.  And then reserve your room at the San
Ramon Marriott, call 925-867-9200 (1-800-228-9290 toll free) to
request the AAUW CA rate of $89.

Highlights of the weekend start on Friday with the popular and
informative President’s Brunch with Kate Farrar, AAUW National
Director of Leadership, the Women’s Leadership Training Institute
sponsored by AAUW-CA, a Soaring Over AAUW- CA Reception
celebrating our branches and accomplishments and will include the
Meet and Greet for the Candidates running for the AAUW-CA
Board. Our opening Business Session will highlight Jill
Birdwhistell, AAUW National Chief of Strategic Advancement.

Saturday will include the ever popular Speech Trek Breakfast, three sessions of Informative and Educational Work-
shops, A Legislative Lunch Plenary and the Celebrating AAUW Funds Gala.

Sunday introduces our newest State Program - Financial Literacy with a keynote by Evelyn Dilsaver, our final business
session with Installation of Officers and our Closing Luncheon keynote speaker Ann O’Leary, Co-Editor of the Shriver
Report. A Tech Trek reunion will be held after the close of Convention.

There will be vendors galore on Friday and Saturday.  The Board of Directors election is a contested race this year so
come and cast your vote and make a difference in AAUW-CA. Elections will conducted all day Saturday.

I hope you will come to San Ramon and join us in celebrating all that we are and all that we have accomplished as
members of AAUW and AAUW- CA.  Please contact me with any questions at caralex@verizon.net or 909-964- 3187
Looking forward to seeing you all there!

~~Carlynne McDonnell, AAUW-CA Co Vice President Leadership Development Director

CA Convention notes

Convention is coming April 30 - May 2, 2010  to the San
Ramon Marriott.  This is a great opportunity for us to get
in the spirit of AAUW!  Our conventions are always
inspiring.

Need a break on registration:  Volunteers who work 4
hours get $40 off their registration fees. It also looks like
registration will be less this year than last.

Muriel Fry is looking for volunteers. She can be reached at
mnrfry@comcast.net or 937-4709. She needs people for
Registration, Tellers, Voting, Greeters for meals, vendors
and the Information booth.  Vendors and corporated
sponsors are also needed. AAUW members get a good
rate for renting a table.





RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The American Association of University Women
(AAUW) is California's most active and diverse organiza-
tion for women offering: action for equity, personal and
professional growth, community leadership, and friend-
ships.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a
diverse membership.  Membership is open to all college or
university graduates ) and to students enrolled in college
or university.  There shall be no barriers to full participa-
tion in this organization on the basis of gender, race,
creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability.

Non-Profit Organization
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Set Aside These Dates...

March 4 Half the Sky LIVE
March 8 Afternoon Book
March 9 Evening Book
March 17 Bunco
March 20 Wellness Panel, Danville-Alamo
March 25 Second Speakers Series Program

Concord AAUW Speakers Series:  Save the dates for Sessions II and III !

Session II:  Mar 25, 2010.  Women Breaking Barriers in Business, Sports, and the Public Sector
Session III: Apr 22, 2010.  Volunteerism - What a Busy Woman Can Do & How it Can Enrich Her Life

All sessions held at Gallery Concord
1765 Galindo St., Concord, CA 94520
6:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Hearty appetizers and beverages served.

The Concord Branch of AAUW invites continuing, new, and prospective members to come grow with
us.  Each member has the opportunity to become actively involved in contemporary issues, to pursue
her interests, and to extend her range of talents.  We are proud to present a speakers series of
distinguished women.

April 20 Danville-Alamo LAF program
April 20-May 2 State Convention in San Ramon
April 20: Pay Equity Teleconference
April 22 Third  Speakers Series program
May 7-8 Danville-Alamo Garden Tour


