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Educational Foundation: The Heart of AAUW

What: February General Meeting
When: Saturday, February 20
Time  11:00Socid
11:30 Potluck Salad L uncheon/Announcements
12:30 Program
Where: Brookview Clubhouse
1201 Monument Blvd., Concord
(Entrance isjust west of Mohr Lane on the north
side of Monument Blvd. Parking
islimited, so please carpool if possible.)
Codt:  Your generosity will decide your donation to EF

and/or CEF.

Saturday, February 20 is our annual celebration of the
“heart” of AAUW with the Clayton Branch. Please plan to
join us aswe welcome our guest speaker, Katie Miranda,
anAAUW 2009-2010 Career Devel opment Grant recipient.
Katieisworking on aMastersin Fine Arts at the Academy
of Artin SF. Her emphasisisinillustration and graphic
arts, and her theses will be agraphic novel about lifein
Palestine as ahuman rightsworker. Mark your calendars
and join usinwelcoming our inspiring speaker!

Concord Branch isfortunate to support TWO very
worthwhile educational foundations—AAUW Educational
Foundation (EF), now part of AAUW Funds; and our own

Concord Education Foundation (CEF), through which we
award scholarshipslocally to women transferring from
DVC and LMC to afour year college or university asa
junior. Our monies come from your generous donations, as
well as the branch’s Ways and Means. Although we
collect donations throughout the year, February is the
month when we ask each of our membersto makea
donation to EF and/or CEF by using the envel ope included
in thisbulletin and send it directly to Andrea Proctor, or
bring it with you to our February EF speaker’s meeting.
We do hope you will come and enjoy this special event—
an exciting speaker, adelicious salad and dessert buffet,
and achanceto visit with dynamic AAUW membersfrom
Clayton and Concord Branches!

Donations: Please make your check or checks out to EF or
CEF. Your donation istax deductible. You can support
both worthy causes by writing one check made out to
either EF or CEF and indicating on the memo line how
many $to EF and how many $to CEF.

We know these continue to be challenging financial times
for many of us, asthey are also for the women we support
through EF and CEF. We hope you will be as generous as
you are able. Thanks so very much!

Andrea Proctor and Joanne Brown, co-V Ps EF/CEF

Speaker Session |1: March 25 at 7:00 PM
Gallery Concord

Pleasejoin usin our next speaker series aswe discuss,

" Women Breaking Barriersin Business, Sportsand the
Public Sector"

The purpose of our speaker seriesisto promote the
AAUW mission statement, and attract new members to our
branch, so please bring your friends. We will be selling
AAUW promotional items as a fundraising opportunity. If
you would like to volunteer in any way, such as helping
out the night of the event, or bringing a dessert, we can
use al volunteers.

Oneof speakersfor that eventisHeather Wilson, For mer
Professional Off-Road Motor crossRider. Heather isthe

first woman to stand on the podium at Grand National
Cross Country Motocross Racing Event. She has been
invited to race events where she was the only woman
competing. She has won many awards, had various
sponsors, and taught herself to develop a fan base which
would allow her to develop arelationship with motocross
busi nesses and magazines as an additional way to make a
living when the inevitabl e retirement day would come.
http://www.crashinggirl.com/ Check out her Nissan-
sponsored 6 minute video to get areal feel for this modern-
day woman. http://www.crashinggirl.com/popup.aspx

If you areinterested in registering for this event please
contact LanaHanlon at 925-363-4438. A donation of $20is
suggested with no one turned away for lack of funds.
Other Speakerstobeannounced
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from your President...

February isHeart Month—Valentine's Day, American Heart Association Heart
Month—plus the President’s birthdays and our traditional EF/CEF combined
luncheon with Clayton Branch. It seemsto bereally full for such a short month!

My heart isfull as| watch Concord Branch AAUW doing their jobs.

I am writing thisbefore our first Speaker Event. Hopefully we had a
good turnout. We had so many talented people working on this. (See
elsewherefor the Committee Chairs.) The support of our entire group
makes a big difference. And two more eventsto goin March and April.
Also belatedly, | can give a hearty thank you to Susie Castillo and Trish
Walleen for providing awonderful Holiday Party in December. The
party offered good food, warm conversation and the joy of singing
holiday songs led by our own Trudy Barron. Because the venue was
small, having our own song fest worked better than bringing in awhole
choir to entertain. Several people have told me how much they enjoyed
it. The fun of the Auction overseen by Betty Hirsch brought in over
$400 for Convention expenses. | was proud to be accompanied by my
daughter—afirst for me! Even though Melanie had laryngitis, she
offered that she had a good time and was impressed by our members.

A great big hug to Betty Hirsch and Phyllis Nishimori who made
Christmas special for afamily identified by the Y gnacio Elementary
School. Thisisamajor undertaking with shopping and wrapping and
delivering. Thank you to all who donated to thisfamily.

Bette Boatmun arranged ticketsto the LAF Luncheon. Learning the
stories of the women we help is quite incredible and demonstrates just
what our financial assistance does. Those little containers for your cash
at Section events could use someinput for thisimportant work!
Andrea Proctor and Joanne Brown and their committee are busy
arranging the February Luncheon, plus the onset of the scholarship
selection process. Please be generous with your donations, if you can.
We know that students are experiencing a most challenging time to pay
increased tuition.

Frede Hammes and Jean Simutis are moving forward with finding the
Tech Trek participantsfor thissummer’s program.

Ronni Collmer and Jean Simutis have done aHerculean job of getting
workersfor the 49er games. Ronni needs some help with this effort—
please consider if you could do some of the management. Even with
some restrictions this year, this group has made a strong donation. As
the 49ers look to a possible move, Concord Branch needs to consider
what we might need to do to find other sources of funding.

Carol Slatten isworking away at improving our website. It will belinked
to other sites to expand our ability to attract new people.

Asaways, Phyllisisdoing a smashing job with this newsdletter. If you
can elect to obtain it online, please consider making the change. It helps
our branch to reduce the cost of mailing.

Itistimefor the Nominating Committeeto find officersfor the 2010-11
year. Please give this some thought. Each committee chair has some
work, but it is not overwhelming and your committee members can help
you do thejob. It'safine way to learn just exactly what contributions
we make to the lives of women and girls. And being part of the Board
alows you to “have your say”.

Have ahaleand hearty “Heart” month!  Elaine Groen



Speaker Series

We are asking that you share the information on our
speaker sessions with your friends and any organiza-
tionsthat you belong to. Our intent with this seriesis
to introduce potential membersto AAUW. Flyersare
available on our website or you can give Lanaacall.
Please distribute these flyers at any place that might
encourage people to attend our series.

LanaHanlon (925-487-6526)

Section Meetings

Evening Book: We will be meeting on the 2nd Tues-
day, February 9th at 7:30 at Helen Nelson'shome. The
book wewill review isThe Nine by Jeffrey Toobin. Very
interesting non-fiction book about the inside of the
Secret World of the Supreme Court.

Hopeto seeyouthere... Helen Nelson, 682-0511

Afternoon Book: For book and meeting place, give me
acal. Marianne Lowe, 825-2837

Bunco: Bunco will meet on Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 7
p.m. a Lanai Cline's. Pleaselet Andrea (672-7847) know
by Feb. 13 if you are able to join us. Anyone can play
and each person donates $5.

Wine and Whine: We will be at Lana Hanlon's house
on February 26 at 7 pm. Wewill be experiencing wines
fromthe Amador Valley Regioninthe SierraFoothills.
Thesearevery nicewinesand it will befun to experi-
encethem. Pleasersvp at 925-487-6526. Lanasaddress
152941 Prospect St., Concord 94518

Great Decisions. The organizing meeting of the
Concord-Clayton Great Decisions discussion group will
meet on Monday, February 8", 3:15 pm, at the home of
Joanne Brown, 4125 Sacramento Street, Concord, 676-
9048. The Great Decisionsgroup meetsfor 8 weeksin
February-March to discuss the global affairs topics
selected by the Foreign Policy Association. The topics
are designed to give a better understanding of world-
wideissuesand America sroleinforeign affairs.

The group is open to anyone who isinterested in a
lively discussion and an education on the intricacies of
foreign policy in our world. Please call Joanne or Ruth
Lyle(687-4893) for moreinformation.

Remember to shop through iGive. Thisisan easy
way to give money to the Concord Branch Tech Trek
Fund without writing a check.

Werecently received acheck for $25.18 from afew
purchases made on line over the past year. If you and
your friends shop and renew magazines and buy
planetickets online, we could get larger checks more
often.

Since 2003, we have earned over $190, withonly 9
shoppers. Just think how well we could do with more
shoppers. You don't need to be an AAUW member.
Invite your family and friends to join and support us.

Register at iGive.com and ask that your donations go
to AAUW Concord Branch. Then, just remember to
go through iGive when you shop.

There are over 680 participating websites. You can
buy just about anything. A few of the store websites
include

ABT Electronics téagcci)s End
Ann Taylor Macy's
Apple Store MLB.com
Barnes& Noble i

Office Depot
Blockbuster Online  yriental '?’Fr)adi ng
Buy.com TimeLifecom
Coldwater Creek, ValueMags
g?gg';gr'g%rgm Travelocity.com

: United Airlines
FAO Schwartz
FTD.com ;
. If you want aguided tour, call Jean

Harry & David Simutis. She'll comeover and help
Hotel;com you sign up. Or ask her to invite
Hotwire ;

you. She can send your email
JCPen_ney addressto iGive and you'll receive
JCWhitney aninvitation tojoin.

Find AAUW on the Web!

Our AAUW homepage:  http://www.aauw.org

Our own Concord AAUW homepage:
http://www.aauw-concord.org

For membership resources:
www.aauw.org/member_center/resources/

For membershipinfo:
www.aauw.org/About/join/index.cfm

For member benefits:
www.aauw.org/About/j oin/val ue/discounts.cfm

Our new blog, AAUW Dialog, isaspaceto share,
maintain and build social networkswithin our
organization: http://blog-aauw.org/



AAUW Federal Public Policy

AAUW Public Policy leadership provides broad and in-
depth reports on AAUW’s interests. The three broad
areas of interest are federal issues relating to educational
opportunitiesfor women and girls, promoting women's
economic security, and promoting and defending civil
rights. Throughout the year, | will report on those specific
issues within the broader categories that are most relevant
to our members' interests and occasionally on those
issues that may attract perspective members.

Educational Opportunitiesfor Women and Girls

Nobel Laureates Call For Work-Life Balance Benefits

Two of thisyear’sNobel laureates, Elizabeth Blackburn
and AAUW member Carol Greider, criticized the science
career structure, stating that it functions well for men but
not women. Thetwo called for flexible approachesto part
time research and career breaks, aswell as measures that
would allow more women to join committees and be part of
science’s decision-making processes.

AAUW strongly supports science, technology,
engineering, and math education for girls and other
underrepresented populations. Supported by a grant from
the National Science Foundation, AAUW isimplementing
theNational Girls Collaborative Project, aprogram
designed to reach girl-serving STEM organi zations across
the United States and Puerto Rico.

TakeAction! AAUW also worksto advance policies that
promotework-life balance, critical in breaking through
educational and economic barriersfor women. Urge your
members of Congress to support the Healthy FamiliesAct
(H.R. 2460/S. 1152), the Pandemic Protection for Workers,
Families, and BusinessesAct (H.R. 4092/S. 2790), and the
Federal EmployeesPaid Parental LeaveAct (H.R. 626/S.
354) to help American workers meet the demands of
familiesand the obligations of work.

AAUW Awards CampusAction Project Grantsto 12
Institutions

AAUW has awarded $50,000 in CampusAction Project
(CAP) grants to 12 institutions across the country for the
2009-10 academic year. The 2009-10 CAPteamswill focus
on the issues raised by AAUW'’s upcoming 2010 research
report, which will highlight key findingsfrom recent
research on women and girls in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematicsin three areas: middleand
high school, college and university, and the workplace.
AAUW will pay for one member of each team to present
on her or histeam’s project at the 2010 AAUW/NASPA
National Conferencefor College Women Student L eaders
in Washington, D.C.

Gender Mattersin Hiring Practices at I nstitutions of
Higher Learning

A study released by the Cornell Higher Education
Research Institute on Tuesday concluded that when
it comesto hiring femal e faculty members, having a
woman in the top job or the number two slot makes a
difference. According to Inside Higher Ed, the study
also found that having acritical mass of women,
defined aswomen holding either five slotsor 25
percent of the board of trustees also makes a
differencein termsof the number of femalefaculty
hired. Additionally, the extent of theimpact of women
in these leadership positionsis greater at smaller
institutions. This new study further develops the
results of astudy released by Cornell in January
which found that women have made slow but steady
progress in their representation on college boards,
jumping from 20 percent to 31 percent between 1981
and 2007.

Promoting Women'’sEconomic Security

Congress Passes Spending Bills; House Adjourns
According to The Hill, the Senate on Sunday passed
(57-35) a$l.1 trillion conference report on a package
of six spending bills covering avariety of programs
and alocating nearly $447 billion in discretionary
spending for the 2010 fiscal year. Asreported by CQ
Budget Tracker, the omnibus spending package (H.R.
3288) includesall but one of the remaining spending
bills, including Commerce-Justice-Science (H.R. 2847),
Financia Services(H.R. 3170), Labor-HHS-Education
(H.R. 3293), Military Congtruction-VA (H.R. 3082),
State-Foreign Operations (H.R. 3081) and
Transportation-HUD (H.R. 3288). The House passed
H.R. 3288l ast week.

The House al so passed (217-214) the Jobsfor Main
Street Act (H.R. 2847), which, according to NPR,
includesapproximately $50 billion for new
construction and infrastructure projects and another
roughly $50 billion for cash-strapped states.

Financial Reform Bill HasImplicationsfor Colleges
Last Saturday, the House passed (223-202) the Wall
Street Reform and Consumer ProtectionAct (H.R.
4173), which tightens and enforces regulations within
the finance industry. The legislation contains various
reforms addressing a variety of issues, including
significant implications for private student |oans that
curb predatory lending. According to Inside Higher



more.... Public Policy--Federal

Ed, under the new legidlation, all student loanswould fall
under the authority of the new Consumer Financial
Protection Agency.

Promoting and Defending Civil Rights

AAUW Meets with Education and Justice Department
Officids

Thisweek, AAUW Public Policy and Government
Relations Department staff met with officialsat the
Department of Education to discussAAUW'’s
recommendationsfor reauthorizing the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, formerly known as No Child
Left Behind. AAUW’srecommendationsinclude
strengthening STEM education, requiring data collection
on high schools sports, creating environments free of
bullying and harassment, and increasing access to and
funding for early childhood education, among others.

CelebrateAction Network Successesin 2009

Thank you for playing anintegral rolein AAUW’s
success in moving our shared mission forward this year.
Your vocal advocacy and financial support, along with the
tens of thousands of othersin our nationwide network of
e-activists, has helped AAUW influence public policy
throughout 2009. In the current economic climate, when so
many organizations are cutting back, AAUW remains
uniquely positioned to be a strong voice for you in the
halls of power. As educated women and men, we continue
to be advocates and catalysts for sustainable change, and
your contribution today will supercharge our effortsto
break through barriersfor women and girlstomorrow.

~Monica Johnston

CA Convention notes

ConventioniscomingApril 30- May 2, 2010 to the San
Ramon Marriott. Volunteerswho work 4 hours get $40 off
their registration. It also lookslikeregistration will beless
thisyear thanlast. Muriel Fry islooking for volunteers.
She can bereached at mnrfry@comcast.net or 937-4709.
She needs peoplefor Registration, Tellers, Voting, Greeters
for meals, vendors and the Information booth. Vendors
and corporated sponsors are also needed. AAUW
members get agood rate for renting atable.

AAUW Branches Encouraged to Take
Part in Half the Sky LIVE

OnMarch 4, 2010, CARE will present Half the Sky LIVE
in movie theaters nationwide. Inspired by the best-selling
book, Half the SkyL I VE will celebrate International
Women's Day with musical performances, celebrity
commentary, and theworld premiere of Wbineshet, a
powerful short film directed by Academy Award® Winner
MarisaTomel. Half the Sky LIVE isthe perfect way for
AAUW branches and membersacross the country to
celebrate International Women's Day and stand in
solidarity with women and girlsall over theworld. Order
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for
Women Worldwide from Barnes and Noble to read
theinspirational stories of the extraordinary women
struggling under dire circumstances. Half the Sky is
described as essential reading for every global citizen.
AAUW partner, CARE, isaleading humanitarian
organization fighting global poverty

2009/10 Board Meetings

Here isthe year's schedule for Board Meetings The
second person listed brings refreshments.

Feb.3 Carol Slatten Susiefor refreshments
Mar.3 LanaHanlon Andrea

April 7 JoanneBrown  Elane

May5 TrishWaleen Claudia

Thanks from YV Elementary

Thanks to your generosity at the December Luncheon, we
were able to spread alittle "joy" to our school, aswell as
to our adopted family. We donated $200 to the school to
buy much needed uniforms for students who are in need.

Hereisan excerpt from the thank you letter wereceived
from Principal Christine Richardson:

On behalf of Ygnacio Valley Elementary Schoal, | would
like to thank you for your very generous donation of
$200.00 for mandatory student uniforms.

Uniforms contribute greatly to the overall learning
environment and safety of a school. Your donation will
help some of our economically disadvantaged students
and sends a strong message of your commitment to our
children and the value of learning. Thanks again for
your generosity.



Concord AAUW Speakers Series. Save the dates for Sessions |1 and I11 !

Session Il: Mar 25,2010. Women Breaking Barriers in Business, Sports, and the Public Sector
Session lll: Apr 22,2010. Volunteerism - What a Busy Woman Can Do & How it Can Enrich Her Life

All sessions held at Gallery Concord
1765 Galindo St., Concord, CA 94520
6:30-9:00 p.m.

Hearty appetizers and beverages served.

The Concord Branch of AAUW invites continuing, new, and prospective members to come grow with
us. Each member has the opportunity to become actively involved in contemporary issues, to pursue
her interests, and to extend her range of talents. We are proud to present a speakers series of
distinguished women.

Set Aside These Dates...

Feb1 Board Meeting March 25 Second Speakers Series Program
February 8 Great Decisions Organizing Meeting April 20-May 2  State Convention in San Ramon
Februart 9 Evening Book April 22 Third Speakers Seriesprogram

February 17 Bunco
February 20 Genera Meeting: EF Fellow
February 26 Wine and Whine

March 4 Half the Sky LIVE
The American Association of University Women In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a
(AAUW) isCalifornia'smost active and diverse organiza- diverse membership. Membershipisopento all collegeor
tion for women offering: action for equity, personal and university graduates ) and to students enrolled in college
professional growth, community leadership, and friend- or university. There shall be no barriersto full participa-
ships. tion in this organization on the basis of gender, race,
creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability.
Concord AAUW

e — POBox 434
= — Concord, CA 94522
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