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There's a Chill in the Air.....

anditistimefor our
Holiday L uncheon M eeting!

When: Saturday, December 19, 2009

Time: 11:00AM

Where: LaVerandaRestaurant, 6201 Center, Clayton
Cost: $25.00

Thisisawaysaspecia event for us. Let your Holiday
spirit soar, as you greet your AAUW friends and enjoy a
wonderful lunch:

Chickensalad OR Salmonsalad OR Lasagha OR
ChickenAlfredo! mmmmmmm and, dessert and coffeeare
included.

And.....to add to the fun, we will be having our wonderful
Silent Auction. "And what should | bring?', you ask......
trinkets, baked goods, a poinsetta, a good book,
chocolate?......let your imaginationsrunwild! Also, you
may want to bring printed address labelsto mark your
ticket stubs. ticketsfor the auction will be sold for $1.00
each or 6for $5.00.

Please be sure to make your reservation NOW. You can
send your check for $25.00 and lunch choiceto: Susie
Cadtillo, 800 Longbrook Way, Apt. 171, Pleasant Hill CA
94523. She needsyour check by Monday, December 14,
2009.

Carpooling isrecommended because parkingislimited
around therestaurant. Need aride? Call Elaine Groen and
she'll see what she can do.

In the spirit of the season...

Your Holiday Elves (aka Betty and Phyllis) are doing their
thing, again. We contacted Connie at Ygnacio Valley
Elementary School and she didn't even hesitate to suggest
a young family who is very much in need of our help.

The Hernandez Family consists of Mom and Dad and SIX
children ages 8 years and younger! Algjandro isin 3rd
grade, Diana is 6 years old and in 1st grade, Samantha is 4-
1/2, Brian is 3 years old and then there are the twins, Diego
and Anthony, who are 9 months old.

As usud, EIf Phyllis plans to head out at 6 am on Black
Friday (yes, she is one of those crazy onesl) to find some
good deals on winter clothing and toys for these
kids.....then both elves will fill in the gaps in the next
couple of weeks.

What do we need from you? If you have items that you
would like to donate, give EIf Betty acall. If shopping is
not your thing, we would LOVE a check to help cover our
costs.

In the past, your generosity has been wonderful. These
little ones really need warm jackets, socks, sweat pants,
pajamas.......and, of course) some toys from Santa. Please
do what you can to share your giving spirit and to help
make their Christmas special.

We can already hear their mom say, Feliz Navidad!
Thanks from the elfy ones......

Betty Hirsch and Phyllis Nishimori
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from your President...

Happy Holidays to each and every one of you!

TheHoliday Party isonethat | look forward to each year with anticipation.
During the long yearsthat | was a Concord Branch member, but not always
available for meetings, this meeting wasa " given”. This event opened meto feel
the holiday spirit. Perhapsit wasthe spirit of giving that each member
demonstrated, the festive air, lovely holiday choirs, finding special itemsfor our
needy families and/or having fun with the raffle. | hope that each of you can
attend this celebration and finds it inspirational, too. Please let us know if you
wouldlikearide.

Thisis, indeed, aspecial holiday for me. It will bethefirst timethat my daughter
has celebrated the holidays here since 1995. 1t will be even more exceptional
because | will have some quality time with my 9-month old grandson. Some of
you enjoy your grandchildren alot of the time. Some of you have no
grandchildren or seethem rarely. | wish you all the joy of having little onesin
your life—even if they are not your own.

Thework of our branch aswell as State and National AAUW continues. Monica
Johnson and Chris Huang and their committees are moving rapidly forward to
ensure a successful Speakers Seriesin 2010. Thereis till timeto volunteer to
participate in the planning and execution of these events. Of course, we hope
you attend the Series, too!

The Board meetings have been well attended and each Board and Committee
Chair is moving ahead on the projects of that committee. Ronni and Jean have
continued their heavy involvement in the 49er games—even under some lowered
expectationsthisyear. It's amazing the time and involvement these two people
place on this rich source of our funding.

Some of you have noticed a container at the section events. Bette Boatmun
reguests that you consider a donation each time you attend—an easy way to
accruedollarsfor LAF. Six people attended the CF Luncheon to hear the
fellowship winners speak.

In the Interbranch Council Meetings, we are considering that each Contra Costa
branch send amember to attend a“ Smart Start” training given by National
AAUW. These memberswould go into our local collegesto set up programs for
“ready-to-graduate” females. The purpose would be to help them with their job
hunting, negotiating their first salaries and beginning their first jobs. A woman’'s
first salary affect s her income over her lifetime and includes what she putsinto
and takes out of social security. Because our colleges cross branch boundaries,
this seems like a great way for branches to work together.

L et mewish each of you alovely and peaceful holiday. ..... Elaine

2009/10 Board Meetings

Here is the year's schedule for Board Meetings The second person listed brings
refreshments.

Dec7 BetteBoatmun Trish Walleen
Jan4  MichelleKoski LanaHanlon
Feb1l Carol Slatten Susie Cadtillo
March 1 LanaHanlon Andrea Proctor
April5 TrishWalleen  ClaudiaAcevedo



Fall FUNDraising

There are three major changesin the 49er Fundraising
thisyear that are effecting our bottom lineincome: 1)
The economy, 2) The change in the percentage we
receive from our salesfrom 7% to 6%, 3) No Bonuses
are being offered. As aresult, we will not have the funds
from the 49er games that we have had in the past. Here
iswhat we can do about it: Thereisone upcoming
game for which they need as many volunteersaswe
can bring. They are night games, and theinfo on them
isthis:

Monday, December 14, playing theArizona Cardinals
For each gamewe meet at the Pleasant Hill BART
Station and then carpool over to the stadium. Remember
that the money we earn goes to Tech Trek and Scholar-
ships. We have fans that return to us repeatedly for that
reason. We have fun and we feel good about where the
money goes. Please comejoin us. If you have any
questions or if you want to help but are not sure about
what to do, just call Jean Simutisat 925-682-3195 or
Ronni Collmer at 925-890-0319.

~~Ronni & Jean

CA Convention notes

Convention iscoming in April to the San Ramon
Marriott. Volunteerswho work 4 hours get $40 off their
registration. It al'solookslikeregistration will beless
thisyear thanlast. Muriel Fry islooking for volunteers.
She can bereached at mnrfry@comcast.net or 937-4709.
She needs peoplefor Registration, Tellers, Voting,
Greetersfor meals, vendors and the Information booth.
Vendors and corporated sponsors are also needed.
AAUW members get agood rate for renting atable.

Section Meetings

Evening Book: By the timethis newsletter reaches
you, wewill already have met. Haveawonderful
December and we'll seeyou in January.

Helen Nelson, 682-0511

Afternoon Book: Wewill be meeting on December 14
at 1:00 at the home of Ellen Hague, 4384 Hartwood,
Concord. Our book for thismonthis Lucy by Ellen
Feldman.

Marianne Lowe, 825-2837

Bunco: Buncowill betaking abreak for the holidays.
Seeyouin January! PlantojoinusJan. 20 at Lanai
Cline's.

Remember to shop through iGive. Thisisan easy
way to give money to the Concord Branch Tech Trek
Fund without writing a check.

Werecently received acheck for $25.18 from afew
purchases made on line over the past year. If you and
your friends shop and renew magazines and buy
planetickets online, we could get larger checks more
often.

Since 2003, we have earned over $190, withonly 9
shoppers. Just think how well we could do with more
shoppers. You don't need to be an AAUW member.
Invite your family and friends to join and support us.

Register at iGive.com and ask that your donations go
to AAUW Concord Branch. Then, just remember to
go through iGive when you shop.

There are over 680 participating websites. You can
buy just about anything. A few of the store websites
include

ABT Electronics téagcci)s End
Ann Taylor Macy's
Apple Store MLB.com
Barnes& Noble i
Office Depot
Blockbuster Online  yriental '?’Fr)adi ng
Buy.com TimeLifecom
Coldwater Creek, ValueMags
g?gg';gr'g%rgm Travelocity.com
: United Airlines
FAO Schwartz
FTD.com ;
. If you want aguided tour, call Jean
Harry & David Simutis. She'll comeover and help
Hotel;com you sign up. Or ask her to invite
Hotwire ;
you. She can send your email

JCPenn G ;

ney addressto iGive and you'll receive
JCWhitney aninvitation tojoin.

Find AAUW on the Web!

Our AAUW homepage:  http://www.aauw.org

Our own Concord AAUW homepage:
http://www.aauw-concord.org

For membership resources:
www.aauw.org/member_center/resources/

For membershipinfo:
www.aauw.org/About/join/index.cfm

For member benefits:
www.aauw.org/About/j oin/val ue/discounts.cfm

Our new blog, AAUW Dialog, isaspaceto share,
maintain and build social networkswithin our
organization: http://blog-aauw.org/



Speaker Session Event 2010

The Board and the Speaker Session Commitee have been
very busy the past few months bashing together ideas for
the much anticipated Speaker Seriesthat will span over the
first quarter of next year. Below are the proposed topics for
each speaker event.

Volunteers

We are asking for volunteers to help with each session.
Friendly Greeters are needed at these events to meet and
greet prospective new memberswho will be attending an
AAUW event for thefirst time. Thisisagreat opportunity
for our friendly branch to shine. If anyonewould liketo
lend assistance to the committeein way any small or large,
we could use your help. Please contact one of the
following membersif youwould liketolendahandina
specific areabelow:

Speaker SeriesCommitteeM embersand Their Roles:
Trish Wallen (Assist with food/catering)

LanaHanlon (L ead marketing/advertising)

Jeannie Johnson (Lead money matters/budget/cost of
event)

Michelle Koski (Lead writing letters, thank yous, etc. and
greeter)

ClaudiaAcevedo (Greeter)

Susie (General assistance)

ChrisHwang (Co-coordinater, lead food, assist with
advertising)

M onica Johnston (Co-coordinater, lead venue/insurance,
speakers)

Advertising: Wearelooking for waysto promote these
sessions with little funding. We are asking for ideas that
will allow usto advertise for these events aswidely as
possible. If any member bel ongsto an organization or
networking group that would be willing to advertise our
speaker seriesin their newsletter or monthly meetings,
pleaselet LanaHanlon know at 925-363-4438 or
lanbanan@sbcgl obal .net.

Following are thetopicsthat arein final draft approval.
Monicawill becalling for speakersin the next few weeks.
If you know speakers that might fit these topics, please
email MonicaJohnson at mjaauw@aol.com

Proposed dates, timesand discussion topics. Theseare
not written in stone just yet.

1. How Your Generation is Making an Impact on State and
Federa Policy.

Speaker Event #1

Date: Thur Jan 28, 7-9p

L ocation: Gallery Concord

#2. Women Breaking Barriersin Sports, Business, and the
Public Sector (or aternatively, Women Breaking Barriersin
Sports, Business, and the Public Sector and the Barriers
Left for Youto Break)

Event #2

Date: Thur Mar 25, 7-9p

L ocation: Gallery Concord

#3. Volunteerism — What Busy Woman Are Doing and
How itisEnriching Their Lives

Event #3: Thur Apr 22 (New date based on Board request),
Time: 7-9p

L ocation: Gallery Concord

Home Tour for Tech Trek

Members Corner

Danville-Alamo AAUW 5th Annual Holiday Home Tour
will beon Friday, December 11 and Saturday, December 12
from 10 am-4 pm. Ticketsare $30 per personif postmarked
by December 3 and $35 thereafter or day of tour. Seniors
65+ tickets are $25. Tickets can be purchased by sending a
self-addressed, stamped return business sized envelope
along with acheck payableto: Danville-Alamo AAUW
and mailedto Danville-Alamo AAUW, 255 MorrisRanch
Ct., Danville, CA 94526 before December 3. Or purchase at
East Bay Floral Company at 206 SycamoreValley RdW.
Danville (Livery Shopping Center) after November 15.
Questions, call Tenaat 925 837-0826 or president@aauw-
da.org. Our profitsfrom the Holiday Home Tour go to local
scholarships and Tech Trek.

Former member Martha Callinicos hasreturned to her
home state of Colorado. She's doing ok, but needs to be
closer to her family. Holding the position of President,
aswell asmany others, She was aval uable member of
our branch, and we will miss her and wish her well.

Elaine Prendergast sends her wishesto all....shewill
missthe December meeting as Ryan and hisgirl friend
Norawill be herefrom Virginia. Ryan graduated with a
Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from UC San Diego ayear
ago. Heisasignal process engineer at SAICin
Chantilly, VA. Heand Noramet asfreshmen at UC
Davis. Sheisaveterinarian and hasan AAASfellow-
ship— working in food safety for the USDA.



Foundation News

A little encouragement...

Six Concord Branch members attended the Northern
CaliforniaAAUW-CaEF Fellows and Grant Recipients
Luncheon on October 25. AAUW Educational Founda-
tion, now known asAAUW Funds, is celebrating its 50th
year of providing fellowships and grants, including
American Fellowships, International Fellowships, Career
Development Grants, Selected Professions Fellowships,
and Community Grants. (For moreinformation, visit the
awards section of the AAUW website at www.aauw.org.)
There have been more than 450 fell owships and grants
awarded in just the past two years.

Thisyear there are 34 recipients studying in Californiaor
directing community projectsin our state. Some of the
topics presented by the 9 speakers at the luncheon
included “enslaved Virginian plantation cooks’, “social
justice and equality for Mexican women before federal
laws*“, “balancing human and water needsin the future”,
and “recruiting and training femal e coaches to mentor
young femal e adol escentsin low socio-economic areas’.
Although the topics were varied, the speakerswere all
enthusiastic, inspiring, and very appreciative of their
awards.

We are looking forward to presenting and hearing from
one of the northern Californiarecipientsat our joint
meeting with Clayton Branch Feb. 20. (Moreinformation to
come!) We hope you will plantojoin us, aswell as
continue to be as generous as you can in supporting
these outstanding women.

AndreaProctor and Joanne Brown, co-V Ps EF/CEF

Think green....
get your newdletter via email!

You may want to think about getting your newsletter via
email. If you like, we could add tyou to the e-list and you
can seehow you likeit...then makeyour decision: (mail
or"e"). Just give Phyllisacall and we'll add you to our
list.

PhyllisNishimori (925) 671-0143

or email: pnish@pacbell.net

What followsis aword of encouragement, for those
members who are resistant or struggling with using the
computer for e-mail and other sources of information.
According to our last survey, about 20% of our
membership does not use the Internet and 25% do not
want program information by e-mail. My mom, whoisin
her 70s, is very enthusiastic about using the computer:

Monica Johnston

A Word of Encouragement...

There was nothing more frustrating for me than learning
to use a computer.......eekkk. | used to think....” Oh my
goodness, | brokeit.” Many times | wanted to throw it
against thewall....... | fumed, | cried. Finally, | did some
research and found out..... There’'sHelp Out There.......I
called or | e-mailed my server (support.sbcglobal.net)
many times for help. They're available 24/7 and they
really are a great help, and it's free. They walk me
through, step by step, until my problemis solved; if |
don't feel like talking, | e-mail them and tell them my
problem. Within a day or two, | get a very detailed
response. | also picked up a book, “ Computers for
Dummies.” That was a big help. Also, most Senior
Centers offer beginning computer classes for a very
reasonable fee. Learning how to operate a computer has
opened up a whole new world for me........ up-to-the-
minute news, info on health and financial issues, bank
interest rates, making airplane reservations, hotel
reservations, travel info anywhere in the world....
keeping in touch with out-of-state friends,
family......absolutely amazing. You can’t break the
computer.... trust me.....I" ve tried. You' ve got to just keep
atit.......... just push buttons, ask questions on Googlein
different ways. You'll get your answer; you just have to be
persistent. Give yourself some time and you' Il catch on.
I’mso happy | didn't give up.

~ Jean Johnston (Mother of Monica Johnston)




LAF (Legal Advocacy Fund)

CaseUpdates: Claire Schuster, an LAF plaintiff, has
won her latest legal battle over her allegations of sex-
based pay discrimination at Berea Collegein Kentucky.
Schuster, a tenured associate professor of nursing, sued
theinstitution for sex discriminationin pay in violation
of the Kentucky Civil RightsAct. The Kentucky
Supreme Court issued aruling August 19" denying
Berea College’smotion for discretionary review of the
court of appleals’ decision in Schuster’s favor and
remanding the casefor anew trial. Her next trial date, at
which her lawyers can now use important discovery
material, has not yet been set.

Case Support Funding: At their October meeting, the
AAUW board approved $4,000 in funding for each of
these LAF- supported cases:
e Jaureguitov. Feather River Community College
(CA)
* Mansourian et al. v. Regents of the University
of California, et al.
»  Potera-Haskinsv. Gamble, Montana State
University, et al.
e Schusterv. BereaCollege (KY)
*  Theinv. Feather River Community College
(CA)
e Wartluft v. Feather River Community College
(CA)

LAF Donations: The holidays arefast approaching and
it'stimeto look ahead to the end of the year deadlines
for reporting donations to AAUW Funds. Member
donatinsto AAUW Funds are 501©(3) and therefore are
all tax deductible. All donations must reach our LAF
Treasurer Pat Stillwell by December 15" to get credit for
2009. Please make your check payableto AAUW
Funds. Put the fund number on the memo linefor
proper crediting and give to your LAF representative
(Bette Boatmun) for mailing to Pat Stilwell. The
donation formis online at aauw-ca.org . Please contact
Rozanne Child at aauwfundsdir @aauw-ca.org if you
have any questions or need assistance. California
continues to be the top contributor to LAF across the
nation. Thank you in advance for your donations to
AAUW Funds LAF. | amincluding the fund numbers
for your convenience:

*  Unrestricted Fund (#3999)

e GloriaWeston Campus Outreach Fund Number
(#3500)

e CaseSupport Fund (#9310)

» Plaintiff Travel and Education Grants Fund
(#3072)

Savethedate!!!! Northernand Southern LAF
Luncheons are scheduled for January 30" in Northern
Cadliforniaat the Crow Canyon Country Clubin Danville.
It features Michelle Jaureguito Henley, current California
LAF supported litigant from Feather River Community

College. Michellewastheformer director of the Upward
Bound Talent Search program at Feather River Community
College. Shesued the university for retaliation for
complaining of sex discrimination in violation of the
CaliforniaFair Housing and Employment Act. The cost of
theevent will be $30.00. Questions? Givemeacall.

--Bette Boatmun, LAF Chair

Film Event

CONTACT: Elaine Baldwin, (925) 828-3925
elainebal dwin@comcast.net

“ Showing of “ Dangerous Beauty” To Benefit Women's
Education, Research

The San Ramon Branch of the American Association of
University Women launchesits “ Celebration of Womenin
Film” on Saturday evening, January 23, 2010, with
“Dangerous Beauty.” Proceedsfrom the event, which will
be held at the Front Row Theater, Dougherty Station
Community Center, San Ramon, will gotoAAUW funds
that support women seeking fellowships and grants to
further their education and research.

“Dangerous Beauty” isalavishly produced film set in 16"
¢. Venice and based on the stirring, real-life story of
Veronica Franco, a renowned courtesan and published
poet. Thefilm, which features scenes of high dramaand
comedy, and literate and witty dialogue, stars Catherine
McCormack (previously in“Braveheart”) asthe
“dangerous beauty,” Jacqueline Bisset as her mother and
mentor in the skills needed to be a successful courtesan,
and Rufus Sewell as a dashing Venetian senator.

Dr. Karen Van Zino, physician, author and lecturer, will
provide commentary during theintermission and lead a
brief discussion of how the experiences of this
Renaissance beauty and her contemporaries relate to
issues faced by women—and men—in today’sworld. The
event startsat 6:30 p.m. Refreshmentswill be served at
theintermission.

To purchasetickets, call (925) 973-ARTS or go to the Front
Row Theater web site at
http://www.ci.san-amon.us/parks/theater/frontrow.htm. All
ticketsare $25, with minimal processing feesfor tickets
purchased onlineor mailed. Seatingislimited.

AAUW San Ramon urges the community to enjoy an
evening of fine entertainment and meaningful discussion,
and support a worthy cause in the bargain.



Stupak Amendment Will Lead to an End of Abortion Coverage for All Women

An anti-choice amendment offered by Rep. Bart Stupak
(D-M1) and added to the House-passed health care bill
will eventually eliminate abortion coveragefor all women,
a new study by the George Washington University
School of Public Health and Health Servicesfound. The
Stupak amendment eliminates coverage for abortion
services in the public option and in private insurance
companies participating in the bill’s proposed health care
insurance exchanges. According to Talking Points Memo,
the report demonstrates the likelihood that insurance
companieswill begin to reduce their abortion coverage
options to meet product designs that reflect the Stupak
amendment until thereisno remaining coveragefor
abortion services.

ACTION: AAUW haslong advocated for choicein the
determination of one'sreproductive life and increased
access to health care and family planning services. Thereis
no doubt that health care reform is desperately needed, but
it should not come on the backs of women. A fundamental
principle of health care has always been to “do no harm.”
Make no mistake; the Stupak amendment does just that -
leaving millions of women worse off than they were before.
This is the biggest attempt to ban abortion servicesin years,
and asimilar amendment isalready intheworksin the
Senate. Contact your senators today and urge them to
oppose any amendments that jeopardize women's access to
complete reproductive health care coverage. Then, contact
your representative about his or her vote on the Stupak
amendment.

Set Aside These Dates...

December 7 Board Mesting

December 12 HomeTour

December 14 Afternoon Book

December 14 49ers....Ronni redly NEEDS Y OU!
December 19 HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

January 4 Board Meeting

January 20 Bunco

January 23 Film Event: San Ramon Branch
January 28 First of Speakers Seriesprograms

The American Association of University Women
(AAUW) isCdifornia'smost active and diverse organiza-
tion for women offering: action for equity, personal and
professional growth, community leadership, and friend-
ships.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a
diverse membership. Membershipisopento all collegeor
university graduates ) and to students enrolled in college
or university. There shall be no barriersto full participa-
tion in this organization on the basis of gender, race,
creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability.
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