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Happy Holidays

WHAT: Holiday Tea

WHEN: Saturday December 13 at 3:00-5:30pm

WHERE: Englund's Bistro and Tea Room, 2002 Salivo
St. Concord CA 94520 ( Downtown across the street
from Skipilini's) Excellent parking behind Skipillini's
Cost: $25.00

Reservations needed by Monday, December 8

ThisHoliday season we will be doing something different
with aRoyal Afternoon Teain Concord's Premier Tea
Room. Wear your holiday best and sport your finest
english accent. All guestswill be served assorted finger
sandwiches, scones with jam and devonshire cream,
savory hors d' oeuvres, petite sweets with pots of tea. The
tea room will be open to AAUW participants only. There
will be a special appearance by Concord High Schoal's
Octet, performing holiday classics led by Choir Director
Mr. Emigh.

We will continue the tradition of our famous AAUW
Silent Action. Please bring a gift and address lables to put
on your raffle tickets. Examples of gifts are home baked
goods, bottle of wine, plants, crafts, hand made items,
jewelry. Plan to purchase tickets for these items and
return home with alovely gift. These items help our
delegates attend the state convention. Can't wait to see
you then.

Please RSV P by making your check payable to Concord
AAUW by December 8. Send to Lana Hanlon, 2941
Prospect St. Concord CA 94518. 925-363-4438

In the spirit of giving......

Thisyear Betty and Phyllis are trying a new twist on our
holiday adoption program. We were so pleased that we
could assist the organization which received our
backpacks this year that we decided to focus on them for
our December project, aswell.

Youth Homes Inc., isanon-profit organization that has
been in operation for over 40 years, providing California
counties with high quality residential treatment programs
for abused and neglected children and adolescents. Their
current programs focus on providing residential treatment
in Contra Costa County. The agency provides a safe and
supportive environment for 30 boys and girlsin five State-
licensed facilities, 24 hoursaday.

The organi zation wasfounded in Contra Costain 1965,
when a group of concerned citizens responded to articles

in the Contra Costa Times and the Oakland Tribune which
exposed Juvenile Halls overcrowding with children who
could no longer remain in their homes, most often through
no fault of their own.

Wewill beworking with the director of the organization,
Stuart Mc Cullough, to provide special holiday giftsto a
number of young people in this program. This might
mean a new jacket, a special book, a pretty sweater--welll
try to find something on their "wish list". We may not be
able to help them all, but would like to do what we can to
make these kids feel specia and cared for in this holiday
season.

If youwould like to join usin this project, please send
donationsto Phyllis Nishimori, 2965 Minert Rd., Concord
94518. Please try to get your donations to us soon, so that
we can start shopping and find some special gifts for these
kids.

If youwould like to learn more about this organization, you
can find them on the web at www.youthhomes.org
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Advancing equity for women
and girlsthrough advocacy,
education, and research.

from your President...

What awonderful 60" celebration we had on November 9. The program was
great, the food plentiful, the turnout substantial and the letters and notices of
congratulations from state and local dignitaries very gratifying. Thanksto
Monica Johnston for all her hard work. | know the committee of Joanne Brown,
TonyaHawes, Elaine Groen, NormaGriffin, Bette Boatmun, Ronni Collmer, Betty
Hirsch, Frankie English, Frede Hammes, Lynnet Keihl, and Cel este Graham was
fantastic but Monica's ability to keep everyone on the same page was outstand-
ing. A big thankyou to everyone who had ahand in thisterrific event. We'll all
watch the newspaper for an article.

Our Tech Trek fundraiser at Barnes and Nobleis December 5". Please comedo
holiday shopping on Friday and visit the AAUW table. A big thankyou to all of
you who are manning the tablefrom 9to 9. If you come Sunday or later in the
week you must bring your vouchers (they werein your last newsl etter) to have
your purchases count. It's extremely important that we get all our friends and
neighbors to support this fundraiser. Our percentage goes up substantially as
the gross sales increase.

It'simportant to make an effort to attend the January Hospice dinner at the
Concord Senior Citizens Center. They are counting on 50 people from AAUW -
that'salmost all of our members. Hopeto seeyou there.

| want to take this opportunity to wish everyone aMerry Christmas, Happy
Hanukah and Prosperous New Year.

~Carol

December 5th Bookfair at Barnes & Noble

The vouchers which werein your November newsletter can be used December 5
(Friday) through December 11 (Thursday). So, if you can't get out there when
our table is up on Friday you can still use the voucher on the following days.
Please fedl free to copy the vouchers and hand them out to your friends and
neighbors. Although our table will only be up on Friday, if they use them later
in the weekend it will still benefit us.

AAUW on the Web!

Want to know more about our organization? Visit the following sites and get up
to speed!

Our AAUW homepage: http://mww.aauw.org

Our own Concord AAUW homepage: http://www.aauw-concord.org

For membership resources. www.aauw.org/member_center/resources/

For membership info: www.aauw.org/About/join/index.cfm

For member benefits: www.aauw.org/About/join/value/discounts.cfm

Our new blog, AAUW Dialog, isaspaceto share, maintain and build social
networks within our organization: http://blog-aauw.org/



Barnes and Noble and AAUW

Save the date....

In addition to participating in our Concord Branch
fundraiser with Barnes and Noble (see page 2), you can
help raise join with other AAUW membersto raise funds
for our national organization.

AAUW has anew partnership with Barnes & Noble's
onlinesalessite, BN.com. Customized for AAUW
members, the www.bn.com/aauw websiteisour own
AAUW bookstore. AAUW members automatically receive
a5 percent discount on purchases (10 percent
periodically)—and that’s on top of other available
discounts that apply to the purchase. You will aso find
information on

AAUW'’s jAdelante! book club reading list,
publications by AAUW members

AAUW award-winning books

International Affairs Committeereading list

For moreinformation, click on Membership Benefitson
theAAUW.org website. For help, e-mail
connect@aauw.org or call Cordy Galligan at 202/785-
7735.

Thank you and happy reading!

Holiday Home Tour

The 4th Annual Danville-Alamo AAUW Holiday Home
Tour will be on Friday, December 12 and Saturday,
December 13 from 10 am-4 pm.

Ticketsare $30 per person if postmarked by December 5
and $35 thereafter or day of tour. Seniors 65+ ticketsare
$25. Tickets can be purchased by sending a self-
addressed, stamped return business sized envelope along
with acheck payableto: Danville-Alamo AAUW and
mailed to Danville-Alamo AAUW, 255 MorrisRanch Ct.,
Danville, CA 94526. Tickets may al so be purchased at Leku
Eder at 178 E. Prospect Ave., Danville during their regular
hours and on the days of the tour.

For questions, contact Mary at (925) 831-1784 or Tenaat
president@aauw-da.org. Our profitsfrom the Holiday
Home Tour go to local scholarships and Tech Trek, aweek
long, residential summer camp for middle school girlswith
interest in math and science.

The January Program will be aCO-SPONSERED EVENT
which will cover hospice and palliative care in our area. .
Please Mark this on your calendar. This event is open to
the public so invite spouses, friends and neighbors. See
the flyer included in this newsletter.

Section Meetings

Evening Book: Evening Book will meet at LaVeranda
on Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 6:00 for dinner and our book
exchange. Call Helen Nelson to make reservations by Dec.
1st. Please come....we haveagood time! Seeyou there!
Helen Nelson, 682-0511

Afternoon Book: Wewill meet on Monday, Dec. 8 at 1:00
at the home of Ellen Hague. The book to bereviewed is
The Legend of Five Horse Woman by Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston.

LucilleRudik, 686-9165

Keep it green....get your newsletter
via email!

You may want to think about getting your newsletter via
email. If you like, we could add tyou to the e-list and you
can seehow youlikeit...then make your decision (mail
or"e"). Just give Phyllisacall and we'll add you to our
list.

PhyllisNishimori (925) 671-0143
or email: pnish@pacbell.net



Thanks!

Yes, Thanksgiving has come and gone, but we thought
you might join us in reflecting on these thoughts which
cameviaemail fromAAUW'sAction Network:

As Thanksgiving approaches, AAUW reflects back on the
many things we have to be thankful for this year. Here
arejust a few of them:

--We're thankful for coachesin California and Florida,
students in Colorado, and moms in Michigan who insist
on holding colleges and high schools accountable on
TitleIX.

--WE're thankful for NCAA President Myles Brand who
recently told colleges and universities not to blame cuts
to athletic programs on Title I X.

--WE're thankful that the House of Representatives
recognized the importance of women in the science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics fields, and
that AAUW is undertaking a major research project on
the topic.

--We're thankful for AAUW state and branch affiliates
nationwide that registered new voters, held candidate
nights and issues forums, advocated on statewide ballot
initiatives, and generally ensured that women’s voices
were heard in this year’s election.

--We're thankful for states that heed the research on
comprehensive sex education and choose to reject federal
abstinence-only funding.

--WE're thankful for presidential debates that bring issues
like school vouchers and pay equity into the spotlight.
--WE're thankful for AAUW's good friend Lilly Ledbetter,
the Face of Pay Equity, for putting pay equity issues on
the national stage at the Democratic National
Convention, in congressional hearings, and on Capitol
Hill.

--We're thankful for cities and states that show their
support for working families by passing paid family leave
and paid sick days legislation before the federal
government gets around to it.

--WE're thankful that AAUW gained special consultative
status at the United Nations with the Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC).

--WE're thankful for 30 years of civil rights law that helps
women to fight the “ Motherhood Penalty.”

--WE're thankful that Roe v. Wade has survived 35 years of
Supreme Court ups and downs.

--WE're thankful for the AAUW Capitol Hill Lobby Corps,
whose persistent and thoughtful volunteer advocacy
helped pass bills on pay equity and higher education,
and held lawmakers accountable on their votes.

--We're thankful for a new federal law that ensures health
plans provide the same coverage for mental illness as
they would for any other health condition.

--We' re thankful for AAUW's merry band of bloggersand
all those contributing to the fruitful public discourse on
AAUWDiIalog.

--WE're thankful that Americans who were previously
deemed “ not disabled enough” will benefit once again
from protections under the Americans with Disabilities
Act.

--WEe're thankful the Florida Supreme Court rejected
school vouchers in the Sunshine Sate, ensuring precious
taxpayer dollars go only to public schools.

--We're thankful for improved federal aid programs that
help students -- including our honored veterans -- make
the dream of a college education a reality.

--WE're thankful for girls who see themselves as
advocates, and college students working to make the
world a better place.

--WEe're thankful for courageous women who break
through the brass ceiling , the glass ceiling, and the
marble ceiling.

--WE' re thankful for AAUW members and supporters who
put their money where their mouth is, generously giving
time and resour ces to help women get their degrees and
develop leadership skills.

49er FUNDraising

You can be a part of our biggest and most successful
fundraiser of recent history by helping fill our volunteer
work crewsfor the 49er Games. Our records show that
when we have afull crew of nineto ten people working,
our incomeincreases significantly.

If you are not able to participate yourself, please ask other
members of your family or friendsif they can help. Help
us make this the best year ever!

Remaining datesareall Sundays: December 7 (NY Jets)
and December 28 (Washington Redskins). Give Ronnie
Collmer acall....shed LOVE to hear from you and add you
to her "favorite AAUW 49er fan" list!



Public Policy ~ California

Updates

Registered toVote? Then Vote.

What did | seein action this general election? That
one person can make adifference! On behalf of
Concord AAUW, | distributed 100 flyers on Tuesday,
November 4 simply stating that Concord AAUW
reminded peopleto vote on election day. | walked my
neighborhood and learned that some of my neighbors
were not registered to vote, were registered in another
city, needed areminder, or didn’t know where the
polling placewas. | was surprised when neighbors
inquired “May | get one of those?’ At atime when
people are often inundated with paper, | expected
people to say “Please don’t leave that on my
doorstep.” They were eager for information. With
just aonehour commitment you can makea
differencein your neighborhood! Increaseyour
impact by walking your neighborhood prior to local or
specia elections (to fill an office that has become
vacant in between regularly-scheduled elections)
since voter turnout tends to be lower in those
elections compared to general elections.

Election Outcomesfor California Propositions
AAUW Cadliforniatook positions on Propositions 4
and 8. Proposition 4 was entitled “Waiting period and
parental notification before termination of minor’s
pregnancy.” Proposition 8 was entitled  Eliminates
right of same-sex couplesto marry.” Both were
initiative constitutional amendments. The outcome
were:

Propodtion AAUW Position VotingOutcome
4 Opposed Failed (47.8%yes,
52.2% no)

8 Opposed Passed
(52.3%yes, 47.7% no)

Specia Report

You've heard the talk about pay equity. Perhapsyou
recall U.S. Supreme Court caseof Ledbetter vs.
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company. And now, AAUW
istalking about Wage Clubs. In January, I'll be
bringing you reports on working women and their
salaries. Inthemeantime, remember that weare
nearing the end of the year and that reducing your tax
burden isaway of stretching your dollar. Check with
atax expert to seeif you might reduce your tax burden
by making a purchase for your business or donating
to your favorite charity. Financial aid for college
studentsin 2009-10 isinfluenced by the 2008 tax
return. Check with atax expert and/or someone
specidizing infinancial aid for studentsto evaluate

theimportance of timing major expenses|likeremodeling
your home, buying a car, and starting a business.

ACTION Items

Dec 1: Every member survey due. Seethelast pageof the
California Perspective for a survey that lets you rank
public policy issues. Your input helpsAAUW CA set
Public Policy Action Prioritiesfor the coming biennium.

Would you like the opportunity to write about California
public policy with respect to AAUW public policy
priorities? Please contact Monica at MJaauw@aol.com
for moreinformation.

Public Policy — U.S.

AAUW Post Election Analysis Teleconference

On Thursday, Nov. 6, at 7:00pm ET, the AAUW Public
Policy and Government Relations Department staff held a
members-only conference call to discuss the outcome of
Election Day and what the results mean for AAUW. The
call covered both legidative and grassroots components:
alook ahead at AAUW'’s legidlative agendafor the 111th
Congress, and the role that you can play in moving the
agendaforward. Speaking on thiscall was be the
following: LindaHallman, CAE, ExecutiveDirector, Lisa
Maatz, Director, Public Policy and Government Relations,
Seth Chase, Field Director, Tracy Sherman, Government
Relations Manager.

Dueto technical difficultieswith the conferencecarrier, |
was unabl e to attend the entire meeting, but | did hear
most of the discussion. Hereisasummary:

Changes, Reform

Ms. Maatz stated that President-elect Obama does not
want registered lobbyists influencing Congress—this
includesAAUW lobbyists. He wantsto draw on
information from membersof Congress. [My
thoughts...but some the information about bills and how
they will affect constituents comes from lobbyists. Does
this mean that members of Congresswill hiremore
staffers? If so, will former lobbyists be allowed to compete
for new staffing positions?]

Some Senate seats may open as Obama selects his
cabinet. We know that the position of Vice-President Elect
Biden aschair of the Foreign Relations Committee will be
vacant. Senator Kerry currently chairsthe Small Business
Committee, and thereistalk of Kerry being selected as
Secretary of State.

TheNext Four Years

Maatz said that we can expect that the Bush
Administration will try to signinto law billsthat AAUW
does not support, such as those relating to reproductive



...more Public Policy — Federal

decisions and sex education. However, Maatz indicated
that the Obama Administration has vowed to overturn this
kind of legislation shortly after becoming president in
January 2009.

We expect that Obamawill support bi-partisan legislation
and fiscal responsibility and that he will be avoice of
reason. Maatz stated that we may expect that the Obama
Administration will support an“omnibus’ bill that
strengthens the Civil RightsAct. Currently, language on
gender has been added to a hate crime bill, which AAUW
has taken alead on and which was passed by both the
Senate and House. Thelegidatureiswaiting for Obamato
take office so that it may present the bill for signing.
AAUW members can look forward to at least four years of
prevention legislation, comprehensive sex education, and
solid family planning legislation. We're also assured that
pay equity isatop priority for Obama. Furthermore, there
are aspects of the Family LeaveAct that the Obama
Administration may try to strengthen; currently, half of all
employeesinthe U.S. have no paid sick leave. After the
financial bailout, it isnot clear that the Obama
Administration will have the financing necessary to make
changes in our healthcare system. Although Bush vetoed
the S-chip law, wewill see somework inthe areaof
Medicare and Medicaid.

With respect to judicial nominations, we hope that the
ObamaAdministration will ook for qualified peoplewho
will serveto protect civil rights precedence and advance
our interests. We might expect that some of the older,
liberal membersto retire during Obama’sAdministration.

Mobilizingfor Public Policy

Mr. Chase reiterated how important it isfor constituentsto
make their voices heard. Congressional staffers often say
that they hear from AAUW members. [Keep onwriting,
keep on calling, and keep on blogging!]

Chase encouraged public policy branch chairsto educate
and mobilize their members. Henoted that socializingis
not an impediment to mobilizing women around public
policy issues: (1) take advocacy to the social groups, (2)
combine advocacy with socializing opportunities, and (3)
lay the groundwork for advocacy, (4) start awage club, (5)
blog, and (6) review a book/research on women’s issues.

TitlelX

Tracy Sherman reported that AAUW saw aweakening of
Title X throughout the Bush Administration. Expect that
AAUW will seeksto address issues related to the third
prong of the three-prong test of compliance with Title [ X.
Currently, some institutions are using mass e-mail surveys

toinquireif the needs of female athletes are being
met. AAUW believethat spam-like e-mail isnot an
adequate method of assessing compliance with Title
IX. Also, expect that AAUW will work to rescind
single-sex regulations.

Q&A

LindaHallman responded to e-mail questionsfrom
AAUW members. She stated that the new structure
of AAUW allows for much of the advocacy that we
dotofall under the 501 c(3) and thelegal/palitical
advocacy to fall under the 501 ¢(4). Suchitemsas
voter guides and development and distribution of
Congressional voting records are works that are
allowed under a501 c(4). Hallman remarked onthe
diversity of AAUW, we have membersin every
congressional district in the U.S. and our branches
vary from liberal to very conservative. AAUW strives
to find commonality among branches primarily
through education (e.g., general funding, Pell Grant
access), healthcare, and childcare.

~Monica Johnston

AAUW Members — Vote Now!

from Association: We asked our membersto submit
original artwork totheAAUW Note Card Design
Contest and the response was overwhelming. More
than 200 entrieswere received! These works are so
creative that we need your help to choose the ones
that will appear on our 2009 note cards.

Please, take alook all of theseincredible entries by
our talented members. Then, once every seven days
from November 10 —December 12, log onto the
website to vote for your three favorite designs.

The designs that receive the most votes will appear
on note cards mailed to AAUW members across the
country in April 2009. The cardswill recognizethe
artists and their branches. As athank you, each time
you log on to vote, you will be entered to win one of
ten $25 gift certificatesto ShopAAUW.

Vote soon and encourage your friends to votein this
exciting new AAUW contest.

Help usto ensure that the boxes of cards we mail to
AAUW members next spring are uniquely AAUW.

an online version of this message
isavailable at http://www.aauw.org/contests/
noteCardVote 111008.cfm.



Please join us for a COMPLIMENTARY DINNER and
PANEL PRESENTATION on:

Completing the Circle of Life with Love and

Dignity
‘ ' ’A‘. Tuesday, January 6, 2009 ‘ ' ’A“
QU - Doors open: 5:30 PM QU -
[ N Panel Presentation: 6:00 PM @& N
L Concord Senior Citizens Club L
’l ‘ \ 2727 Parkside Circle ’l ‘ \
Concord, CA

Donna Foliart, M.D.
Tom Rupert, R.N.
Jim Stark, M.SW.,M.P.H
Rev. Gary German, M-Div.
And two family members — caregivers for their loved ones
Moderated by Pauline Jones, R.N.

~A complimentary dinner will be provided by the Chateaus of Contra Costa~

Please RSVP by Monday, December 29 to 925-887-5678

(Space is limited)

SPONSORED BY:
AAUW (American Association of University Women) — Concord
Chateaus of Contra Costa
Concord Senior Citizens Club
Hospice of the East Bay

(formerly Hospice & Palliative Care of Contra Costa)






President-Elect Obama Wants to Hear

from You

AAUW thanksyou for all of your hard work to ensure
that women's voices were heard on Election Day. We
believe grassroots involvement - both before and after the
elections - isakey strategy to make sure the kitchen table
issues women care about land on the nation's policy
agenda. Here's your first chance to share your vision for
the country with the new administration. President-elect
Obamawantsto hear from you! The Obamatransition
team is asking for your opinion on policies you want to
see carried out in the next four years.

AAUW Public Policy and Government Relations staff will to
work with the Obama administration and the 111th Congress
to move AAUW's priority issues forward, and we know that
you'll be there right along with us. Join us, participate in the
democratic process, and let the president-elect and his team
know that breaking through educational and economic
barriers for women should be on top of his agenda, too.

TakeAction!

To share your prioritiesfor our country with the Obama
administration, simply click onthe"TakeAction" link inthe
upper right corner or copy and paste the following URL into
your Internet browser. Then follow the instructions to send

your message.

http://capwiz.com/aauw/issues/aert/
2dertid=12197561& type=CA

Set Aside These Dates...
December 5 Barnes and Noble fundraiser for Tech Trek
December 7 49ers.....Timeisrunning out...call
Ronni!
December 8 Afternoon Book
December 9 Evening Book

December 13 GENERAL MEETING
December 28 Go9ers! Call Ronni!!
December 29 RSV Pfor January General Meeting
January 6 GENERAL MEETING

The American Association of University Women
(AAUW) isCdifornia'smost active and diverse organiza-
tion for women offering: action for equity, personal and
professional growth, community leadership, and friend-

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a
diverse membership. Membershipisopento all collegeor
university graduates ) and to students enrolled in college
or university. There shall be no barriersto full participa-

ships. tion in this organization on the basis of gender, race,
creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability.
Concord AAUW

—— POBox434
= — Concord, CA 94522
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