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Come Celebratethe Holidays

What: Holiday Breskfast
When Saturday, December 15
Time: 9:00amto 12:00pm
Where MarieCadendars

2090 Diamond Blvd. Concord
Cost: $13.00
Reservations. before December 10

WelcomeFriends!! Thisholiday seasonwewill be
celebrating with something alittledifferent dueto
the49ner gamethat memberswill be attending that
afternoon.

Our holiday party will bea breakfast at

Marie Calendarsin Concord. Pleasedressin
Holiday Attireand bring agift for the Silent Auction.
Examplesfrom past years. home baked goods, a
bottle of wine, plants, jewelry, crafts, etc. Planto
purchaseticketsfor theseitemsand return home
withalovely prize. Remember to bring your mailing
|abel sto put on the back of theticketsto assist the
auctioneer in announcement of winners. These
donations help our delegatesto attend state
convention.

Holiday entertainment thisyear will be provided by
Clayton Valey High School Chora Group.

Happy Holidaysand hopeto seeyou there!!

Breakfast Brunch Menu
Scrambled Eggs

Country Potatoes

Quiche

Muffing/Fruit
Bacon/Sausauge

Orange Juice/Coffee



Concord Branch AAUW

The Concord Correspondent is
published monthly by
American Association of
Univer 5ty Women
Concord Branch

Permit #166
POBox 434
Concord, CA 94522

Officers

President
Carol Slatten

Program VP
LanaHanlon

Membership VP
Joyce Jacobs (h)682-0409

Educational Foundation
Co-VicePresdents

Betty Hirsch
Andrea Proctor

Secretary
ElaineGroen

Treasurer
Jean Simutis

Member ship Treasurer
Celeste Graham
Correspondent Saff

Editor PhyllisNishimori

Circulation Charlene Sorensen

from your President...

Hi ,All-
I hope this Newsdletter findsyou in alittle lull between holidays.

Friday, December 7" from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. our branch ishaving afundraiser for
Tech Trek at the Barnes and Noble Bookstore on Contra Costa Blvd. You should
have received vouchers by email or regular mail to giveto your family and
friends. On that day, whenever anyone buys a book and shows that voucher, our
AAUW will receive a percent of the sale. The more books that are purchased
with our vouchers the more we make. Please plan to do holiday shopping on
Friday the 7" and help us send an additional girl to Tech Trek. Many of you
volunteered to work that day and you have received your assignmentsin the
mail. Thank you so much for volunteering - | didn’t have to draft anyone elseto
help and | appreciate that.

I look forward to greeting you all at the December Holiday Brunch and wish you
the best in the New Year. | can hardly believe how quickly 2007 has gone.

Carol

Adopted Family

If you haven't yet received our letter, you should be getting it soon....

Aswe havefor many years, we are adopting afamily for the holidays from our
schooal, Y gnacio Valley Elementary.

If you feel like helping out thisyear, that would be great! Always needed are
non-perishablefood items (especially rice, uncooked beans, masaflour), sham-
poo, soap, towels, blankets.....

Thank you once more for making this project possible and for giving usthe
opportunity to spread our cheer!

PhyllisNIshimori and Betty Hirsch

Save the date...

January General Megting:

When: Janaury 19 at 10:00am
Where: Concord Police Station
Topic: Gateway to Senior Services
inthe Community

We will have apanel discussion
on resources for Seniors and their



Educational Foundation...
....a bit of history

Looking at EF and the Actual Beginning...

AAUW has had afellowship and scholarship program

sinceits earliest days. However, EF aswe know itisonly

fifty yearsold.It wasinthe early fiftiesthat members of
AAUW were struggling with theissue of utilizing the college
educations they were accomplishing in greater numbers and
keeping the domestic partsof their livesin balance. AAUW
encouraged "responsible community |leadership.”

Frances Concordiawas one of thewomen that exemplified
"the combination of family and professional talents that
AAUW sought to promote." (Degrees of Equality, p.94) She
had a degree from University of Michiganand aPh.D.in
business administration from Northwestern University. The
year 1936 marked her entry into theworld of investment
counseling. Six yearslater shemoved onto ajob asamarket
and economic research analyst with General Electric. It was
there Franceswasrecruited by her boss's wife to join
AAUW. Shefound the wide range of AAUW's community
activities attractive. In 1953, like many women of that period,
sheleft her job to devote herself to her family and
community issues.

Concordiaused her professional training in volunteer
efforts and served on both branch and state boards. She
joinedthe national boardin 1953 astreasurer. Her comment
in alater interview wasthat she found the Association's
finances'in kind of bad shape." Thefinancial books were
haphazard and there were large sums of money sitting in
checking accounts drawing no interest. Concordia
recognized the need for Association funds to be managed
more efficiently. She was anxiousto see research and
fellowship programs gather more funds and put them to
work. Anincreasein the amount of funds being gathered
required aseparate financia structure which would allow the
contributions to be tax deductible.

Shebelieved programs and fund-raising could be combined
into an ambitious building plan under the structure of an
educational foundation. It was at the 1955 convention that it
was voted to establish the Educational Foundation.
Partnering with Lucy Howorth, they found land in
Washington's Foggy Bottom neighborhood. Within ayear a
building was under construction. And the response from the
membership made it unnecessary to usethe million dollar
mortgage that Concordiahad arranged. In July of 1960
AAUW moved into the new building, unencumbered by
debt.

In 1958 the Foundation received tax exempt status. The
first endowment was launched with five thousand dollars
from the administrative reserve and agift of five thousand
dollars from Frances Concordia’s husband. The
Educational Foundation spurred new giving and 9
fellowships that weregivenin 1940. Thesefellowships
expandedto 74in 1960 and 107 in 1963. EF fellowshipsand
research grants have continued to grow because members
believe in supporting women working to find new areas of
research and helping them meet the challenges of the
twenty-first century.

Hats off to Frances Concordiaand those who worked with
her to make the Educational Foundation a
reality.

AnneHenke, AAUW CA EF assistant

A note from Orinda-Moraga-L afayette

OML Branch announces the approval and opening of a new
Research and Projects Community Action Grant!

Namedfor: Joan" JO" D Harberson, thegrant will further
honor the dedicated work that Jo has accomplished and
continues to undertake at all levels of AAUW.

Shewas selected by the OML EF Committee and approved
on October 21st by amajority vote of the Elected and
Appointed Voting Officers of the Orinda-Moraga-L afayette
Branch of AAUW.

The Association Board of Directors approval of this new
endowment fund was made in Washington, DC on
November 5, 2007 with paperwork completed on November
12.

The Educational Foundation Research and Projects Grant
Program funds both Career development grants and
Community action grants. OML Branch has been approved
to complete aCommunity Action grant, which requires
funding $75,000 over the next 10 years. These grants,
awarded for one or two years, support individual, branch
and state projects that further the mission of AAUW by
promoting education and equity for women and girlsin
schoolsand local communities.

When completed this Community Action grant will provide
seed money to women, AAUW branches, AAUW state
organizations, and local community-based nonprofit
organizations for innovative programs or non-degree
research projects that promote education and equity for
women and girls.



Public Policy--National

On November 9, House Education and Labor Committee
Chairman George Miller (D-CA) introduced the College
Opportunity and Affordability Act (H.R. 4137), abill to
reauthorize and reform the Higher Education Act. The
Senate passed (95-0) itsversion of the HEA renewal (S.
1642) induly.

Thanks to the hard work of AAUW members and
coalition partners, we are pleased to announce that the
House version of the bill addresses many of the
priorities that AAUW has been working on for years to
make the dream of ahigher education areality for more
women. One of AAUW'srecommendationsincluded in
the bill isthe creation of the Patsy Mink Graduate
Fellowship program, intended to help diversify the pool
of higher education professors. Appropriately named in
honor of former Congresswoman Patsy Mink (D-HI), an
AAUW member and primary force behind the passage
of TitleIX, thefellowshipswould be targeted at
minorities and women pursuing a doctorate or terminal
degree, and would include a service requirement to
teach at an institution of higher education after gradua-
tion. Other AAUW recommendationsincluded in the bill
arefunding for astudy to examine gender and racial
equity among senior faculty at colleges and universities
and a study on gender and other biases present in
standardized tests that colleges and universities use in
admissions. AAUW has worked hard to promote
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM)
education for women and girls, and we're pleased that
the legislation funds a campaign to expand the popula-
tion of qualified individualsin STEM fields, specifically
analyzing factorsthat limit the participation of women
and minorities.

AAUW also worked hard to ensure this |legislation took
important steps towards providing nontraditional
students - who are primarily women - greater accessto
higher education and financial aid. Thisbill expands
SMART Grant eligibility toinclude part-time students
and makes Pell grants available on ayear-round basis.
In addition, AAUW pushed for a provision of the bill
that would expand the definition of hate crimeson
campus to parallel that used by the FBI, giving parents
and students a more accurate sense of campus safety
and administrators a better picture of their campus
climate. AAUW is also pleased to report increased
support for campus child care programs.

Other highlights of the bill include provisionsto
address the private student loan scandals that have
been recently brought to light, encouraging colleges to

rein in price increases and provide students and their
parents with helpful college cost information, and
provisions to streamline the federal student loan
application process. The bill would also providefor
advance information on textbook pricing to help
students and families better plan for expenses.

AAUW isproud of the work that its staff and members
have done to get these important provisionsin thisbill.
Now it'stimeto make sure our elected officialsknow it's
important to keep them there.

Stay "up-to-date" on National issues. Washington
UpdateisAAUW'sfree, members-only weekly e-
bulletin. It offersaninsider's view on the legidative
process, the latest policy news, resources for advocates,
programming ideas, and updates from the Public Policy
and Government Relations Department. To stay up-to-
date on al issuesimportant to our mission, all AAUW
members, including college and university partners, are
encouraged to subscribe to Washington Update by
emailing VoterEd@aauw.org.

Silent Auction

Therewill beasilent auction at the December Holiday
Brunch. Please think about items you could
contribute that someone else would enjoy winning.
Holiday decorations, plants, gift items, food, wine -
your imaginationisthelimit.

If you want to buy tickets for the silent auction
(raffle), please bring some return address stickersto
save time and make you name easy to read on the
tickets.

Volunteers are needed to help the auction run
smoothly. A new coordinator is sought. Jean Simutis
has the supplies and can be helpful. Tasksto be done
include setting up the items before the auction, with
labeled containersfor thetickets. Selling tickets.
Bringing baskets decorated for the ticket sellers.
Announcing winners. Distributing prizesto the
winners.

If you want to volunteer, please contact Jean.
Becausethereisa49er gamelater in the day, 49er

booth volunteers may be leaving before the auction is
over.



49er Days are here again!

Need a break from holiday shopping? Our 49er seasonis
Can you spare a day to help us out?

If you have been checking with our Budget Reports, you
will know that we have been doing very nicely at
generating revenue with our participation in the 49er
Games. Hurry! We only have three games|left! And they
areall full of celebration asall thesegamesarein
December.

Your help isneeded, especially in these December games.
We are doing just fine in getting the number of volunteers
that we need to each game; however, most of the
volunteers are coming from other groups. Please help us
keep alarger sharein our own Branch by volunteering for
just one game. Or invite someone you know to help with
just one game. If you can volunteer for just one game,
that would beaHUGE help. Call Ronni. Thisisagreat
way to earn money!

The datesfor the remaining games are:

December 9—vs. Minnesota— Sunday, Meet at 8:00am
December 15—vs. Cincinnati — SATURDAY, Meet at
11:45am

December 23—vs. TampaBay — Sunday, Meet at 11:45am

Next Board Meeting

The December Board Meeting will beat Joanne Brown's
on Monday, December 3at 7 p.m. All membersare
welcometo attend. Try coming....\youmight learn
something!

The January meeting will be on January 7.

Our Tech Trek girls
...and Barnes & Noble

Tech Trek is such agreat program....|et's be sureto help
keep Concord AAUW involved! Joanne Brown is busy
looking for sponsors for our 2008 students.....if you can
help, giveher acall.

Also, be sure to sign up to help with the Barnes and

Noble fund-raiser, which is designated for Tech Trek. For
infoon that, call Carol. Theevent will be held on
December 7 and involves sitting at a table and passing out
info (on AAUW), coupons (we get a percentage on those
used with purchases) and smiles (to get people to stop
and ask "what's up?")

Section Meetings

Evening Book: We will have our annual dinner and book
exchange at LaVerandaon Tuesday, December 11 at 6:00
pm. Please make your reservation with me by Saturday,
December 8th. Comejoin usfor agood time!

Helen Nelson

Afternoon Book: We will meet for lunch at the Spaghetti
Factory in downtown Concord, across from Todo Santos
Park onM Onday, December 10 at 1:00. Wewill discussA
Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini. Call Lucille
for moreinfo.

e-news

Thanksto Bev Crane, we are now putting our newsl etter
(sans phone numbers) on our Concord AAUW Website.
"What website," you say.... Well, check out !
http:/Mmmw.aauw-concor d.or g/

Want your newsletter by e-mail? If you areinterestedin
getting your newsletter in your computer's mailbox, let us
know. Itissent out at the sametime asthe regular mailing,
in .pdf format....so all you need to read it isAdobe
Acrobat Reader. E-mail PhyllisNishimori if you are
interested, and wel'll put you on the list.

AAUW launched itsnewly redesigned websitein
September. The new site offers an updated ook, aswell as
a streamlined structure that helps visitors locate
information quickly. Finding all the toolsyou need to
support AAUW’s mission has never been easier! Visit
www.aauw.org to seethe new site for yourself. Check it
out!



Presidential Primariesand CaucusesAre Coming!

Election Day 2008 islessthan one year away. And this
cycle, the primary elections and caucuses start in January,
so you'll need to start preparing now to ensure women's
voicesand issues are heard on Election Day, Nov. 4, 2008.

Encourage Other Women to Vote: Talk to other women
and encourage them to register to vote and get involved.

BeSureThat YouAreRegistered toVote: Makesure
your voter information is current: If you have moved
since the last election, then you will need to re-register as
many as 30 days before the election.

Get Informed: Read AAUW's Congressional Voting
Record for the 109th Congress to find out how your
elected officials voted on issues important to women and
girls.

THE

&
"ONE VOTE

YOUR VOTE MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

Set Aside These Dates...

December 7 Barnes and Noblefor Tech Trek
December 7-8 ~ Holiday Home Tour--Danville/Alamo
December 9 49ers vs. Minnesota

December 10 Afternoon Book

December 11
December 15

December 23
January 19

Evening Book
HOLIDAY BREAKFAST
49ersvs. Cincinnati
49ersvs. TampaBay
GENERAL MEETING

The American Association of University Women
(AAUW) isCdifornia'smost active and diverse organiza-
tion for women offering: action for equity, personal and
professional growth, community leadership, and friend-
ships.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a
diverse membership. Membershipisopento all collegeor
university graduates) and to students enrolled in college
or university. Thereshall be no barriersto full participa-
tion in this organization on the basis of gender, race,
creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin or disability.

Concord AAUW
e — POBox434
= — Concord, CA 94522
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